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TO F WE 


RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES 


In and about LONDON, Oe. 


T is in hope, my dear Brother, of advancing in 

the tender breaſts of many Young People ſuch 
a juſt concern for Religion and eternal Happinels, 
as I verily think I have obſerved in many of you, 
that I now publiſh this compaſſionate call to ſin- 
ful Prodigals; who, by leaving the houſe and 
government of their heavenly Father, have parted 
with all true honour, peace and happineſs ; and 
can never retrieve thoſe bleſſed enjoyments, but 
by an effectual return to Gop and their duty 
which gives us ſuch an undeniable reaſon for the 
neceſſity of the Converſion of a ſinner in order to 
his happineſs, that no perſon who will ſeriouſly 
conſider it, can withſtand its convincing power. 

For who can once think, that men may fight 
againſt (Jon, and come off with victory and 
triumph? or, that ſuch as love nothing ſo much 
as ſin and pollution, can inherit the undefiled 
kingdom of our Lord JESUS CHRIST ? or, that 
- ſuch as ſerve the Devil, and bear his likeneſs 
upon earth, will be as happy as the regenerate 
children of Gop in the other world? The leaſt 
application of mind will ſhew us the impoſſibility 
of theſe things; and conſequently, that all wick- 
ed people muſt ſpeedily repent and amend their 
lives, or periſh for ever. But yet indeed it is 
a very ſad truth, of which we have too many 
mournful Inſtances, that habituated ſinners may 
at laſt arrive at ſuch a deſperate pitch of Inſen- 
ſibleneſs, as to be blind to all the convictive 
methods of the goſpel, and dead to the mighty 
perſuaſives thereof, | 

I have therefore chiefly directed this evangelical 
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<all to Young Perſons, who are not yet fo fatally 
inured to ſin; hoping that their ears are not thus 
judicially cloſed _ the proclaimed Grace of 
eur Lord JxsUs CnrisT, 

And truly as to this, it is matter of abundant 
== to Gov, that he hath opened the cars and 

earts of many of You to receive divine inſtruc- 
tion in your younger Years; and this to ſuch 
effectual purpole, that it is enough to affect the 
dulleſt beholder to ſee the vigour and ſtedfaſtneſs 
of your zeal for GGon, and your humble and 
holy deportment in his ſight. 

What ſuitable praiſe can we offer to Gop, the 
giver of all good, when we behold Youth giving 
examples of piety to Age; delighting in thepraiſes 
of Gop as their chief joy; and celebrating the 
exerciſes of our holy Religion with ſuch reliſh 
and delight, as gives a ſeaſonable demonſtration 
to this abandoned age, that there are vaſter plea- 
ſures to be reaped from the bleſſed entertain- 
ments of Religion, than from the utmoſt in- 
dulgence of ſenſual vanities ? 

I would therefore intreat all Young Perſons, 
who are naturally lovers of pleaſure, to make this 
experiment; namely, to frequent the holy ordi- 
nances of Gon. and join their hearts with a 
ſuitable warmth to yours, in the worſhip, love 
and praiſes of Gop, for a competent time, and 
then let them tell us, whether © one day in the 
© houſe (and with the houſhold) of Gop, be not 
« better than a thouſand inthe tents of wicked- 
© neſs?” And whether any company be really 
ſo deſirable as that which tends to advance our 
ſpiritual and everlaſting happineſs, 

In this, they will have an inconceivable advan- 
tage over ſuch as engage themſelves in wicked 
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company; for theſe meet to their mutual con- 
demnation, and to the confuſion of each others 
faces; to enflame cach others luſts here, and to 
be ſirebrands to each others conſciences for ever. 
And therefore except they are perfectly hardened, 
they who meet together for ſinful ends muſt needs 
leave each others company with ſorrowful hearts, 
wiſhing they had never en or met each other; 
regretting the guilt wich which they have loaded 
each others conſciences; foreſeeing with horror 
the light of that day which will diſcover all the 
works of darkneſs; in which the partners in fin 
muſt appear together to “ give an. account for 
„ what they have jointly done in the fleſh,” 

But pious Society begins and ends otherways. 
Such meet to advance the glory of Gop, andthe 
— and peace of each others Souls. And there- 
ore they part, as I have obſerved, with joyful re- 
flections on what they have been tranſacting toge- 
ther; and with a bleſſed hope of meeting each other 
with joy before Gop, and of being ever with him. 

Enlivened by this hope, your zeal may well 
take wing, and ſoar to a lofty eminency. But then, 
leſt it ſhould evaporate, or become unſteady, you 
happily take care, by your excellent Rules, to poiſe 
your zeal by a ponderous Humility, and the ſtea- 
dy love of Unity and Order. For you make a tru- 
ly Chriſtian Reformation without a Se&; and 
whilſt you hate and ſeparate from fin, you Joveand 
pity the ſinner ; and whilſt your affections are in 
the greateſt warmth, you keep to that ſound Form 
of Doctrine and Devotion in which you have 
been educated ; and do your utmoſt to revive the 
— purity and power of the Chriſtian Re- 

igion in the moſt antient methods. 

In theſe and other patticulars you ſhew a zeal 
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fleered by knowledge and balanced by humility ; 
which is a good argument that it is a (ruſt of the 
Spirit of Gop; and is the beſt ground 1 any where 
tiad to hope that God will net leave us utterly, 


Only be exceeding careful to walk worthy ot this 


your ſpecial profeſſion of Religion; always re— 
membering of what cenccrument all religious 
actions are, wherein GoD is the object, conſci— 
ence the regiiter, and eternity the conſequence, 
It may be expected from you, that ye ſhould 
do more thun others. And O! may it ever be 
ſcen that you are to others exemplary in all hu- 
mility, purity and integrity of heart and life. 
Ihen will you lay a good foundation, and in— 
creale in your holy purpoſes; you will then en- 
gage the prayers of all the lovers of Gop and 
Religion on your behalf; and may it pleaſe the 
(op of all grace toenlivenand advance your zeal 
for his glory to ſuch a conſpicuous brightneſs, as 
may greatly glority his name on earth, retrieve 
the honour of our holy Religion, and increaſe the 
nuTber of the true worſhippers of Gop; till at 
zaſt, all theſe leſicr jurainaries of the Church be- 
low ſhall be united in tnat grand conſtellation of 
the Church above, where holineſs will never be 


_ envied, - reproached or mol:ited ; and will never 


need to be excited, cheriſhed or advanced; for 
there it will be the very nature, bliſs and glory of 


porſected fouls, to love, ſerve, and praiſe Gop. 


Into this bleed Seciety of the _ bern may it 
pleaſe Gov in his time, to introduce every one 
af you, and every one that bears the Name of 
CuRlsr; in particular, 


Your affiitionate Servant in the Gel, 


Jos. WeonwWaARD, 
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INTRODUCTION. 


INCE Young People are very often 
aſlaulted by powerful temptations to Sin 
and Vanity; both from the Violence of 
| their own carnal inclinations, and the 
many ill examples of this preſent world; nothing 
can be a more ſeaſonable kindneſs to them, than 
to ſhew them the pernicious folly of walking 
after their own hearts luſt, and after the exam- 
ples of ungod]y men. | 
And on the contrary it is likewiſe very neceſ- 
ſary that they ſhould be convinced, how. truly 
{weet and bletied it will be to them, to live ac- 
cording to their Chriſtian Vows; and to preſerve 
that religious integrity which will inſure Gon's 
favaur to them in all conditions, whilſt they 
live on carth; and will render them truly happy 
when they come to die. | 
It is therefore the ſole deſign of this little trea- 
tiſe, to demonſtrate to all Young Perſons, what 
ſolid comfort and true honour they will attain by 
beginning their life well, in dedicating the firſt- 
fruits of their reafun and ſtrength to (36D, and 
by refraining from thoſe indulgencies of Youthful 
Juſts, whereby many ruin themſelves in the morn— 
ing of their age, and make their life like 1 cloudy 
winter's day, very ſort, und very uncemſertable. 


| A 4 


_ —— — —— — 


8 Tak Younc Man's MONITOR. 


But if Voung People, through the grace and 
blefſing of God, preſerve their youthful tenderneſs 


and modeſty, and fortify their diſpoſitions by the 


true love and fear of Gop, they will become as a 
wall of braſs about them in their advanced years, 
to preſerve their Piety and Virtue: and they will 
und it to be a fort of violence to their temper, to 
open any paſlage to inordinate luſt, And hereby 
they will prevent the diſmal effects of thoſe follies 
which ſome lament bitter]y in their declining years, 
and others regret with horror to all eternity. 

It is one great unhappineſs of Youth, that it has 
but little Experience of things. They have not 
ſeen ſuch ruinous inſtances of Sin and Luſt, as 
more aged perſons have; and therefore they have 
not ſuch horrible ideas of fin as are very uſeful to 


confirm them in the ways of Religion. But here 


their prudence muſt induce them to learn at the 
colt of others, whoſe follies have betrayed them to 
the laſhes of their fatal Wickedneſs, rather than to 
try the dangerous experiment upon themſelves, 
And as to this, alas! the blotted names, the 
ruined cſtates, and the rotting carcaſes of many 
vicious young Men, will give them an irrefraga- 


dle demonſtration, that“ the fear of God is the 


beginning of wiſdom,” the paths of Religion the 
only paths of rational pleaſure and peace, and that 
he but well-doing can come off with ho- 
hour and advantage at the Juſt, 

Such as ſet out well in the ways of Godlineſs 
and Honeſty, and perſiſt therein with a comely 
ſteudinels and integrity, ſhall ſhine us beautiful 
lights on earth, und hereafter as glorious ſtars in 
the firmament of God for ever and ever, Every 
ſtep they take, will advance their comfortable 
proſpect into the other world, It tends to make 
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their minds caſy, their conſciences ſerene, their 
hearts at reſt, their affections lighter, their con- 
verſation uſeful, their ſelf-inquiry comfortable, 
their proſpect delighttul, their days happy, their 
death rapturous, and their eternity bleſſed. 

But if any unhappy Youth, forgetting or ſlight- 


ing the covenant of his Baptiſm, and the law of 
his Gop, will put himſelf among the children 
, of Folly, and run with others to the ſame exceſs 


of Riot; what a torrent of Miſery will from 
henceforth flow it upon him? He is taken cap- 
tive by the Devil, and is bound in the chains of 


his own wickedneſs, He has not one reaſonable 


comfort left, except it be what relates to his Re- 


pentance; and the comforts of this are only to be 


| attained by very bitter Sorrow: And without this 


his life is a ſtate of darkneſs, and his death will 


be a ſcene of endlets anguilh., 


Now foraſmuch as the moſt ſerious thoughts of 
theſe things.are of the greateſt uſe to all people, 
but more eſpecially to thoſe that are young; and 
as an example of this is more moving than the 
bare repreſentation of it in an admonition, it has 
pleaſed our bleſſed Saviour, that infinite lover of 
ſouls, to draw up the whole landſkip of youthful 
extravagance, from its beginning in Pride and 
Folly, to its end in Shame and Miſery, in his pa— 
rable of a Prodigal Youth, (Luke xv.) and withal 
we have there an account of his Repentance and 
Converlion, the only expedients that remained to 
redreſs the miſeries he had brought upon himſelf, 

And becaule this is what I would earneſtly re- 
commend to all ſuch as have taken any wrong 
ſteps in the courſe of their life, I ſhall take the 
Rite and Scheme of is fullowing Diſcourſe from 
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that ſcrious expreſſion of the Prodigal, which we 
find Luke xv. 18. “ will ariſe and go to my FA- 
* THER, and will ſay unto him, FaTHER, I 
e have ſinned againft heaven, and before thee : 
and am no more worthy to be called thy Son,” 

Lheſe were the Prodigal's ſerious thoughts and 
purpoſes, when he came to himſelf, And that we 
may conſider them the better, let us look back a 
little on the Follies and Extravagancies of his paſt 
life, in which the following circumſtances tend 
to our edification. 


. © 


"HIS Prodigal was in the prime of his Youth, 
that blooming ſeaſon of human life, from 
which the after-fruits may very much be gueſſed 
at. Weread in the 12th verſe, that the younger 
fon ſaid to his Father, “ Father, give me the 
portion of goods that falleth to me.” He 
would fain be his «wn man now; free from the 
zeſtraints and counſels of his Father's govern- 
ment. And thus the wild and wilful Youth, 
led by his youthful Juſts and vanity, rau on to 
the very brink of ruin, 
Obſerve, 1. That the time of Youth is n very 
* Jangerous and critical fraſonyz and needs the 
a — of any to be kept ſtrictly under good tutor- 
Ange, atid to have the betickt of good exatnpſes.“' 
In youth many Luſts and Paſſions are Aron and 
the Judgment and Underſtanding Is week, And 
therefore It preatly needs to be guided by wiſe an 
exp rienced Governors, It Is a great error in 
equegtlen, and | fear it has proved fatal te many, 
to think, that when young People arzive to the 
age of fifteen or {ixteen years, they are then fit to 
he le it to their own conduct, and need tile cet 
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ſight, Quite otherwiſe, now is the moſt dan- 


gerous ſeaſon of all their life, One opportu- 
nity of committing ſuch groſs fin as they are 


now capable of, may undo them for ever, 

This is a time in which good principles, difpo—- 
ſitions and manners, are to be formed in them; 
and they are now the moſt eaſy to take thoſe im- 
preſſions, which are the moſt difficult to be al- 


tered in their riper years. They are now ſet- 
ting out for Heaven or Hell; and which way 


ſoever they take, their youthful warmth and ſpi- 
rit is like to carry them on hercely in it, And 
therefore happy are they who fall into good hands, 
and ſo enjoy a ſober and pious education, if they 
have grace and wiſdom to make a good ufe of it ; 
the want of which had like to have ruined the 
vain Youth in the text, He had a very good 
Father, and was under a very pious government ; 
but he grew weary of it, and would have his 
own will: And therefore he reſolves to ſtay no 


longer, where he could not do what he pleaſed 


and to this end “ he took his journey into a far 
country,“ ver. 13. that is, to a place remote 
from his Father's inſpection: where he ſhould 
have none to check or curb him in his Revel. 
ing and Riot, —We may here 

Objerve, 2. * That if a young Perſon given to 
« any Vice of Luſt, once gets into ſuch a place 
« where no body reproves or cheeks him for his 
« (In, it is a thouland to one but he is undone,” 
It was a part of the eonfeilion of a young man. 
lately executed at *I'yburn for Robbery, (known 
to many of us, for he lived fame time in our 
neighbourhood) that he had lived in feveral ſubep 
families, but he left them becauſe he cauld not 
theory follow his luſts; and when onge be ges leaſe 


Parents and 
- had the experience of many years before you had 
any being ; and they have _ you up with 
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nr nn reſtraints, how ſoon did he come to 
ruin 
Conſider this, you that are Parents, and be 


Careful to provide pious places for your Children 


when you ſend them out into the world, Places 
in which it will be difficult for them to come 
at the Vices to which youth is prone; and 
where they may have religious Inſtruction and 
good Examples, and may happily eſcape the 
pollutions of a looſe and profligate age. 

And this is more eſpecially to be regarded in 
the ſolemn and almoſt indiſſoluble contract of 
marriage; where the intimacy and affection that 
is duc, will make it as it were natural to imitate 
either the good or evil manners of the dear aſſo- 
ciate, who is to be looked on as the other part 


of one's ſelf. Though indeed the evil diſpoſi- 


tions of the one, are more like to prevail over the 
better temper of the other, than the contrary, 
through the tendency of our depraved natures to 
that which is ill, It is a faſtning of the living to 
the dead, which ſhould make every one . 
und eircumſpect in that great affair of human 
life : in which te be raſh and unadviſed, is to 


run heod winked . a preelplee, and to make 


eeurt te miſery and forrew. 

Fheſe eautions are at this time the mere feafon= 
able and Impertant, conſidering the diſmal De- 
baveheries that abound beth in Youth and Age. 

And therefore let me exhart, yea require yau 
that are Young, to be adviſed and directed by your 

ober Friends, Your Parents have 


great pains, colt, care and trouble, expeRting to 
reap comſort from you at laſt; And they cannot 
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want good-will to adviſe their own offspring to 
that which they think moſt for their advantage, 
Wherefore remember the counſel of divine Wit- 
dom by the mouth of Solomon, Prov. i. 8, © My 
“ ſon, hear the inſtruction of thy Father, and 
& forſake not the law of thy mother.“ 

Had the Prodigal taken this courſe, he had done 
well, For, the firſt wrong ſtep which he took 
was, when he departed from his Father; hereby 
depriving himſelf of the advantages of his Father's 
ſober admonitions and example; and forfeiting 
the bleſſing of Gop, expreſſed in the firft com- 
mandment with promiſe. "Take heed, young Peo- 
ple, that you leave not ſober and ſerious ſociety 
for the contrary: If you habituate yourſelves to 
ill company, you run on the mouth of a can- 
non, The leproſy of Sin is often ſpread by fa- 
miliar converſation. And ſuch as converſe with 
people that are ſick of the plague, will be in 
danger of dying of the ſame diſtemper, 

ell, the Prodigal will be gone from the go- 
vernment of his pious Father; and now, what 


will become of him? Truly it is ealy to gueſs, 


what a raſh Youth, left to his ow will, wil 
betake himfelf te, He firſt falls lite ill eempany 
and then to drinking and riateus — 4 And 
this —1* new flames to the natural heat of 
youthful bleed, In the next place he keeps com = 
py with harlets ; And thus he * falls into a 
' deep and narrow pit,” as Siemen calls it, Prov, 
*I, 27. out of which few eſcape, | 

It was a very unhappy circumſtance of this 
Prodigal's condition, that he had an eſtate given 
© him by his Father “ He divided unto them his 
« living,” ver. 1a. This young man had not for 
certain been ſo lewd, if he had not been ſo plen- 
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tifully provided with means to indulge in his 
Luſts. So that we may here make a 
3% Obſervation, * That a plentiful Eſtate in the 
& poſte ſſion of a wild Youtn, does moſt directly 
« tend to his deſtruction,” It is like a ſword in 
the hand of a madman, with which he will very 
probably do himſelf a miſchicf, There is not a 
more dangerous and deplorable condition on earth 
than for a perſon that is eagerly bent towards any 
Vice, to have favourable circumſtances to accom- 
pliſh it, without any check of Conſcience or re- 
buke of Providence, le ſeems to be abandoned 
of Gon to his own will, and given up to his af— 
fected Vices; and he has no kind rub or croſs in 
his way, to ſtop his carcer in the ways of Death. 
In this reſpect the Prodigal's wealth was his 
ſnare ; but we may be fie his prodigality will 
fon make him poor enough. Ati ood the 
next news We have of him is, thit he has ſpent 
all, and Was (rounded With famine and viſtrels s 
and that he hail betakeii hindelf k one of the 
molt abject employments ia the world, even the 
feeding of (Wine i and vet could not by this get 
bread te put into his manith 3 na, nar fo myeb 
as a bellytul of hutks, on which the {wine did 
eat, We may theretars 
Oiſerve 4thiy, * That heaflly Luſts will ſaan 
bring men ta extreme milery in bath works,” 
Salanan's oblervation bas been fully verified hy 
many miſerable examples; namely, that“ by means 
„of a whoriih woman a4 man is brought to a 
G more] of bread.” Prov. vii 264 It brings many 
aplentiluleſtate to a poor (tarving fragment; ard 
reduces many 4 tamily of note to tuch extreme 
penury, that they “ are clothed with rags,” 
thus it waBwith our prodiga Youth; his cale 
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was miſcrably altered ſince he left his Father's 
huuſe, He is now ſorely hunger-bitten, and al- 
molt ſtarved for want both of food and reiment : 
He has a ſevere faſt after his former fſurteits, and 
has now many marks of the laſhes of his own 
folly beſore his eyes ; and this dues him more 
good than all his proſperity had done: for now he 
begins to conſider what plenty he once enjoyed 
under his Father's root, He remembers that his 
Father's dutiful Servants fared better than his wild 
Son: and having hope that his Father would yet 
(ew him ſome tavour at his return and ſubmiſſion 
to him; he takes up the reſolution of the text, 
« | will ariſe, and go to my Father,” As if he 
had ſaid, “ will ariſe out of this naſty and nee- 
dy condition into which my extravagancy has 
brought me. I] am reſolved to threw myſelf in 
u penſtent and humble manner at my Father's 
feet aid | will fay unto kim, Father, 1 have 
© fied againſt Heaton and before ther!“ | am 
a (Fat inner againſt Gon and Man, I have 
been a very wdutiful elild, beth to my hea= 
venly and earthly Father, and ain net worth 
to be lagked on as a ehild hy either of them, 

am a vile unthanktul wretch, a [wine father than 
a man, a rebel rather than @ fon,” 

This was the purport of his humble canfeſflan; 
and thus humbling himſelt he was exalted: far 
his Vather's eye was upon him fo ſoon as ever he 
looked homeward ; and the lon's heart relenting, 
the Father's bowels arc melted within him. And 
whereas the fon comes onward drooping, the Fa- 
ther runs cheartully, and even prevents the words 
in his ſon's mouth, reading his repentance in lis 
very looks; whereupon he © falls on his neck 
» and kiſſes him;“ giving him aſluronce of his 
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welcome, by the moſt affectionate and rapturous 
embraces. Aud upon this we may make a 

5% Offervatin, © That our molt gracious 
«© Gon, through the Mediation of his dear Son 
accepts even thoſe into his mercy and favour, 
« who are by outward miſery brought to an ef- 
& {ectua] return to him,” "The Prodigal's out- 
wald want and penury awakens his conſcience 
through 1 pat rh grace, and excites ſuch ſpiri— 
tual (forrow as brings him to a ſincere converſion 
to Gov: and ſo he obtains ſavour in his fight, 

For we muſt conſider this Parable as a lively 
teptcſentation of a finner's apoſtacy from Gu) 
tid the Vow of his baptiſin, to & Valh and wleke 
life, J,jeentious minds think themſelves eramped 
and confined by the eommandments of Gop : and 
that they are kept with ſeverity from theſe things 
which are agreeable to their ſonfual appetites ; 
And therefore they tread dawn theſe fences of fe- 
ligion which ſhould keep them within the bounds 
of true happineſs, forfkking the only fountain of 
bliſs, And then, being miſled by tinful luſts, and 
the invilible enemy of fouls, they wander about in 
the courſe of a thouſand follies and extravagan— 
cies till they are ſurrounded with miſery and 
perplexity, Yet, if then they are awakened by 
their aflliftions and diſtreſs, and eſtectually turn to 
CGzob in time, he will have mercy on them, and 
there will be joy in heaven at their converſion, 


And foraſmuch as we find no good thing done 


by the Prodigal before he came to his holy reſo- 
lution expreſſed in the words of the text, let 
us make a 

6th Obſervation, “ That we have not made 
« one true ſtep in religion, till we are come to a 
« prevailing reſolution for Gor and his king- 
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„ dom, in oppoſition to all the allurements of 
« ſin, and this preſent world,” When onee 
man's wicked and ſtubborn will is ehanged by 
the grace of Gop, the man is converted, and 
begins a new courle of life. Then it is that we 
truly ſet our faces towards Heaven, which we 
before either forgot or deſpiſed ; and then we 
can no longer reſt on thote beds of floth and 
ſenſuality, on which we ſo drowſily ſnored be- 


fore; but we ariſe, and go to our Father. 


? 
4 
7 


| 


. 
. 


; 


7 


| 


7 


| 


Now this ſhould put us on the molt ferious and 


\ frequent conſideration of thoſe motives which are 
| propoſed to us In the Goſpel, to incline our wills 


to embrace the _— and grace of our Lord 
— Chriſty ſueh as, The infinite guilt and 

anger of fin; The abundant mereies of Go; 
The grace and merits of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
The Iplritual aſſiſtanees of the Holy Ghoſt z and 
the eternal rewards and punithments of the world 
to come, And in order to make theſes motives 
eftectual, we muſt pray ta Gon for that new 
heart which he hath promiſed, Aue., xxxvi, 20, 
27, We muſt beg with David, that Gon 
would incline our hearts to his teſtimonies, and 
not ſuffer our affections to run after covetouſ- 


| neſs, or any other luſt, Palm cxix, 36. 


And whereas this Parable is ſo related, that of 


the two Sons which the Father had, only one 
was a Prodigal, and the other very dutiful; yea, 


| 
| 


: 
* 


and the Prodigal was at laſt reclaimed and re- 
formed; let us here, in the laſt place, make a 
mournful remark, concerning the multitude of 
obſtinate ſinners in theſe times; namely, 

th Obſervation, * That it is a matter of great 
„% forrow, and what preſages ill to us, that ſo few 
profane perſons come to the pious reſolution of 


— 


— 
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the text,” Alas! we have many Prodigals, 
but tew Penitents. It is a (ad thought and un— 
anſwerable to right reaſon, to which all men are 
pretenders, that the greateſt part of the world, 
yea, which is moſt our ſhame, the moſt of thoſe 
which ure called Chriſtians, lie with contentment 
in the prodigal ſtate of a Hſlalute and profane life, 
How many are there who know no other pleaſure 
or trouble but what affects their external ſenſes] 
and, like our Prodigal, they ſpend their time in 
feeding of (wine, their own beulkly Luſtsz them- 
ſelves being in truth more abominable in the ſight 
of Gop than the filthy (wine that wallow in the 
mire, They have no mind to the things of Gon: 


yea, they have a perverſe dillike to his holy nature 


and government, and are enemies to all good, 

hey have a molt gracious and bleſird Ring to 
their Father, and might inherit a glorious and 
eternal kingdom, would they but ariſe by a real 
converſion, and go penitently to Gop, and ſerve 
him truly tor the ſuture, Put they lothe the very 
thoughts of this, and do all they can to difcredit 
every thing that borders on Religion; and in eſtect 
reverſe the words of the text, and fay, “ will 
« lie down again in my ſinful pollutions, and will 
% not betake myſelf to the ways of holineſs and 
« etcrnal lite, though I periſh in my folly,” 

O poor degenerate children of men | how are 
ye fallen from your primitive excellency! Js this 
the creature that was made after the image of 
Gop? Can ſuch as were made to enjoy an infinite 
all-pure fountain of goodnets, be contented with 
a broken ciſtern of puddle- water? Can the reaſon 
of man, as corrupt as it is, once imagine that it is 
better wallowing in the mire with ſwine, than 
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us, converſing with Angels, yea, with Gop himſelf ? 
_ | In this wretched choice, men are more to be 


* reproached than Devils: internal ſpirits are fallen 
Id, from their plorious ſtation, and have no helper te 
ole get u aguin; but the kind Father of ſallen men 

L i 3 tonth his hand all the day long to them, 


to invite and afliſt them to come unto him, that 
they may have life; But vain men will not * ariſe 
«and po to their Father, but are a diſobedient 
« and gainſaying peoplo,” 

12 if the =P Angels above may be ſup- 
poled to be as intenſely concerned for the falvation 
of men, as the fallen Angels beneath are for their 
deſtruction, with what indignation muſt they needs 
conſider the ſinful follies of the children of diſo- 
bedience ! Theſe bleſſed Angels at once perceive 
the happineſs of ſerving CoD, and the poiſon of 
thoſe Vices which wicked men idolize: And the 
grace of (30D tends to bring men to this true 
ſavour of things; by which, when the lovers of 
ſin came once to be enlightened and purified, 
they then awake as out of a deluding dream; 
they condemn and renounce their follies, and 
 * arile and go to their Father,” | 


S$S & © Fo I 


[ ET us here then conſider three Things in the 
4 words be ſore us: ' 
Firjt, The Prodigal's reſolution, “I will ariſe 
aud proto my Father,” | 
Second,y, His humiliation and I will ſay unto 
„ lim, Father, I have ſinned againſt Hea- 
« ven and ugfore thee, and am no more 
« worthy to be called thy Son,” 
Thirdcz, His motives which led him to this 
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penitent confeſſion, which were, 

1/t, The miſery and wretchedneſs of his con- 
dition, whilit he wandered after his own vain 
deſires and imaginations, at a diſtance from his 
Father's houſe, bereft of his Father's conduct, 


and deſtitute of his bleſſing. 


20%, The neceſſity of changing his courfe of 
life. He ſaw there was nothing but ſcarcity, 
miſery and death, in the ways that he had fooliſh- 
ly betaken himſelf to, and therefore he reſolved to 
ariſe and go to his Father. Conſidering farther, 


34ly, "The bowels and mercy of his Father. He 


perceives his condition to be wretched, but has 
hopes that it is not deſperate. He confided that 
his Father, who was once ſo very kind and in- 
dulgent to him, would be ſo again, when he 
ſhould approve himſelf as dutiful to him as he 
was before: and it ſucceeded accordingly. 

O that our good Gon, the Father of us all by 
creation, would become our Father alſo by adop- 
tion! That he would, for his only-begotten Son's 
ſake, give us ſuch unfeigned repentance for paſt 
{in, and ingenuous reſolutions of duty for the fu- 
ture, that we may all repeat the words of the 
text in a ſerious and affectionate manner this 
day; eſpecially ſuch of us as have hitherto been 
ſtrangers to the power of Gop's grace, and to 
that inward purity of heart, which is eſlential 
to our divine religion. It is time for ſuch who 
have hitherto walked loofly, without the awful 
fear of Gop, and without a juſt care to pleaſe and 
honour him in all their ways, to look about them 
forthwith, and to begin to“ work out their Sal- 
% vation with fear and trembling:“ even before 


the great Gon riſes out of the ſeat of a Father, 


to alcend the tribunal of a Fudge / 
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Let us now therefore, even from this very in- 
ſtant, come to a peremptory point, from which 
ve reſolve by the grace of Gop never to ſtart; 
ni namely, that we will be heartily and ſteadily for 
his religion, for the pure life and hope of a Chriſtian, 
SH, in oppoſition to all the luſts and allurements of a 
carnal life, We are ſure that this preſent life is 

: of | drawing to an end, and that this is our ſeed-time 


— er 


Ity, for an eternal harveſt of bliſs or anguiſh ; and 
=> that, „He that ſoweth to the fleſh, ſhall of the 
0 


* fleſh reap corruption,” that is, deſtruction; 
; | and * he that ſoweth to the Spirit, ſhall of the 
« Spirit reap life everlaſting,” Gal. vi. 8. | 
It is time therefore to ſtop our courle in fin, 
and to conſtler whither it is carrying us. And 
ſince we cannot bear even the thoughts of dwell- 
ing with everlaſting burnings, we muſt ſeriouſly 
7 ſet ourſelves to do our utmoſt to avoid them, We 
{ muſt betake ourſelves to our duty, not feignedly 
or faintly, but in good earneſt, and with all the 
vigour that human nature, aſſiſted by the grace 
of GoD, is able to act, in the ways of Gop pre- 
* ſcribed in the goſpel. Let us therefore begin 
with the Prodigal in the text; namely, 
1/2, In his efficacious reſolution to repent and 
reform, and return to Gop; «I will ariſe: I will 


deen go to my Father.” I will no longer lie dream- 
* ing of happineſs in naſty luſts and in a deluding 
ati 


world, which will one day periſh and come to 
who nought. No; I will inſtantly ariſe out of my 
„ful“ preſumptuous dreams, and this carnal ſtate, and 
will go right humbly to my heavenly Father; and 
N [nee down upon my bended knees before his 


and 


bo if mercy-ſeat, I will from the bottom of my heart 


! bewail my corrupt nature and ſinful life, and will 
ther, , 


beg his Grace and Spirit, to ſerve him truly all 


q 


+ 
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the days of my future life; truſting in the mercy 
of his Covenant and Promiſes through my Saviour |? 
| Jeſus Chriſt ; hoping that, through his mediation 
| and merits, his mercy will yet be vouchſafed to 
þ me a vile Profligate, who am not worthy to be 
called a creature of Gop, much leſs his . | 
'T hus, when an cnlightened mind ſces the baſe. 
i neſs, the folly, and the danger of fin, it ſoon car- 
ries the ſad news of this ill ſtate to the Will and 
Affections; and the will of man having a natural 
6 8 abhorrence to apparent evil, it ſoon takes the 
. alarm, and begins to ſet up reſolutions of new 
and better courſes. For ſo it is ſaid of the Prodi- 
gal, that when he came to himſelf, or to have a 
right judgment of his ſad condition, he forthwith _ 
reſolved to “ ariſe and go to his Father,” The 
ſame Spirit of ſanctification who gave convincing 
light to his underſtanding, did alſo incline his will 
to follow the dictates of the enlightened mind, and 
impowered him to act accordingly; ſo that he 
effectually reſolved for Cop, and actually turned 
to him as ſoon as he really came to his right mind. 
Sirs, Whoever there is among you that is car- 
ried away with his ſinful luſt or paſſion, or lives 
in profaneneſs and irreligion; I here mind you of | 
a truth, which perhaps = will not believe now, 
| 


05 but I am ſure you will loudly confefs it ſooner 

fl! or later, namely, that while you thus live in ſin, 
bj | you are not in your right mind. As the idolatrous 
1 Jews are ſaid by the Prophet to be mad upon their 


4 idols, Jer. 1. 38. (foraſmuch as their fin clouded 
ul their reaſon to that degree, that they prayed toa | 
in ſenſeleſs log or ſtone that was more helpleſs than 
"li themſelves ;) ſo the vicious perfon is mad upon 
his luſts, and ſees not the ſhame, vexation and mi- 
ſery, which neceffarily attend him in that unhap- | 
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+ Even as madmen wound themſclves, and are in- 


\ ſenſible of the hurt they do their own fleſh. 
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py comſe of life. As Sclemon's youth confeſſes 
at the laſt, after a long inſentibleneſs through the 
deceitfulneſs of ſin: “ They have ſtricken me, 
« ſhalt thou ſay, and I was not ſick: they have 
„ -beaten me, and I felt it not,” Prov. xxiii. 35. 


Know therefore, all ye lovers of fin, that this 
your inordinate affection to it is perfect hatred to 
your own ſouls. Your thirſt after forbidden ob- 


jects is a thirſt after poiſon; and whenever ye in- 
dulge it, ye act as madly as he that crams his 


mouth with burning coals, or that poureth ſtreams 
of ſcalding brimſtone down his throat: it is a per- 
fect phrenſy to indulge your luſts. In this, men 
dig their own graves in this world, and their own 
hell in the other, By inning againſt Gop, we 


reſiſt our own happineſs ; we loſe the proſpect of 


future glory; we court ſhame; we tread the paths 
of death, and prepare fucl ſor the eternal flames, 
O come then to ſober thoughts, my Brother; 


Look upwards to thy 
Father's houſe, and conſider the happineſs for 


which thou waſt made, and which is yet tendred 
iro thee, And if this awake thce not, look down 


into the dark cells of damned deſpairing ſouls; 
bear how they lament their ſelf-deftroying folly 
in contemning the grace of our lord Jelus -hriſt, 


and ſelling their birthright for a few carnal mor- 
*fels. O beware, my Brother, that you fall not 


into that place of torment through unbelief and 


incorrigibleneſs. It is cheaper learning by the ſad 


examples of the miſery of others, than our own. 


1 Wherefore take up in time, and reſolve, by the 


grace of Gop, to live a new life, Without this 
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ſerious determination for a hely life, all our pray- 
ers and pretended worſhip of Gop are but in 
vain, If we regard iniquity in our hearts, Gop 
&« will not hear us,” P/alm Ixvi. 18. And there- 
fore our public worſhip very properly begins 


with the — reſolution in the text; 1 


& will ariſe and go to my Father, Sc.“ 

But it may be ſaid, that it would ſeem pre- 
ſumptuous to ſpeak after the manner of the text; 
and that any one that has a juſt ſenſe of his cor. 
ruption and infirmity, can hardly be brought 
to ſpeak thus peremptorily of his reſolutions 


and performances, | 
o this I anſwer ; that it is a duty of abſolute _ 


_ neceſſity, and of the firſt rank in Religion, to be 
determined and reſolved for Gop and Religion, 


in oppoſition to all the ways of fin : but this ſober 


reſolution 1s always rounded on God's promiſes | 
of aſſiſting and enabling us to will and todo this; 


and therefore we muſt have a principal reſpect to 


the Grace and Bleſſing of the Holy Ghoſt in all 


our ſpiritual reſolutions and undertakings ; and 
the gracious promiſes of this divine Aſſiſtant muſt 
never abate our endeavours, but always quicken 
and excite them. For ſo the caſe is ſtated by the 


holy Spirit himſelf, Phil. ii. 12, 13. Work out | 
* & your own ſalvation with fear and trembling.” 


And, to ſtop all objections of our own diſability 
to do this, it is added, . For it is Gop who work- 
te eth in you both to will and to do of his good 
& pleaſure,” So that ſince Gop pleaſeth to aſſiſt 


our wills in their determinations for holineſs, we | 


may and ought to reſolve for it, and ſince he 
pleaſes to give grace to accompliſh thoſe reſolu- 
tions in newneſs of life, we mult ſtrive and labour 


1 | to | 
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to the utmoſt to effect it; confiding in the pro- 
miſed ſuccours of preventing, aſſiſting and renew- 


ing Grace. Our good God, through his Son, 


will hear the, prayers of ſuch as ſeek to him in 
ſincerity. It is a very diſparaging act of unbelief, 


F to queſtion that which Gop hath promiſed ſeveral 


times together, Matt. vii. 7, 8.“ Aſkand it ſhall 


be given you. Scck, and ye ſhall find. Knock, 


« and it ſhall be opened to you. For every one 
« that aſketh, receiveth; and he that ſeeketh, find- 
teeth; and to him that knocketh, it ſhall be open» 
« ed,” He hath alſo promiſed, that he will pour 
out his holy Spirit; that is, he will freely and 


I plentifully give ſpiritual aſſiſtance to ſuch as ſet 
J themſelves to do his will, “ Turn you at my 
|< reproof; behold, I will pour out my Spirit up- 
on you, Prov. i. 23. Yea, he wil 

is; Jas willingly and as compaſſionately as ever any 


grant this 


father or mother in the world gave a piece of 
bread to their own child, who cried to them for 


hunger. For fo runs that condeſcending pro- 

miſe of our LoRD, Luke xi. 1113. If a ſon 
1 ſhall aſk bread of any of you that is a father, 
© will he give him a ſtone ? or if he aſk a fiſh, 
„will he for a fiſh give him a ſerpent ? or if he 


« ſhall aſk an egg, will he offer him a ſcorpion ? 
« If ye then being evil, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children, how much more ſhall 
“your 3 Father give the holy Spirit te 
« them that aſk him?” Here is even an appeal 


to human nature itſelf, depraved as it is, whether 


the bowels of parents will not painfully yearn over - 
a poor hungry child that cries to them for bread, 
And the inference is ſtrong and undeniable; name- 


y, that the infinite mercies of Gop are inconceiv- 
4 B | | 


26 Tur Youxg Man's MONITOR, 


_ ably greater than the ſcanty compaſſion of cor- 
rupt men, Let us therefore © ariſe and be do- 
„ ing, and the Loxp will be with the good,” 


1 Chron, xxii. 16. The diligent will be ſuccoured | 


when the ſlothful will be forfaken, 

And here we muſt alſo take notice, that pious 
reſolutions in the general will not do our buſi- 
neſs; but we muſt conſider the particular ways 
and means whereby we offend Gop, and make 
particular efforts againſt each of them. We may 
not think to break the bundle of our corruptions 
all at once: but we muſt take the hranches apart, 
and break them twig by twig, till the whole be 
deſtroyed, For though there be a deadly wound 
given to the whole body of ſin, in the determin- 


ing act of Converſion, yet this blow muſt be fol- 


lowed by hearty ſtrokes of Mortification and Self- 


denial, and the lively exerciſes of Faith, and F 
Prayer. SanCtification is a progreſſive work; 
and we are required to“ abound in it more and 


« more,” 1 Theſs. iv. 1. For we muſt never think 


that we have done working, till the Devil has 


done tempting ; and till the world and the fleſh 


have done warring againſt the Spirit; which will! 


not be, till we are ſeparated from the body. 


Now the Prodigal's reſolution before us con- | 


ſiſted of two parts. 

Firſt, He reſolves to leave his old wander- 
ings and miſdemeanors, and the ways that led 
to them. 

Secondly, He reſolves to return to his Father, | 
and to obſerve his Commandments. - 

Fir/t, He reſolves to leave his old wanderings 
and miſdemeanors, and the ways that led to them. 
I will ariſe, ſays he, from theſe pernicious Vani- | 
ties; I have ſlept in them too long already, The 


| 
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ſuſi is advanced, my time is far ſpent, and I have 
not yet ſet forth in the ways of life; I have 
trifled and played away the morning of my age, 
I have waſted my youth and ſtrength and 9 
in bad houſes and looſe 2 O! Twill 
ariſe out of this hateful and wretched fort of life. 
It is a mercy that I am yet on this ſide the grave; 
that Gop hath ſhewn me my ſin before I am 
damned for it. Alas! how ſottiſhly have [ lived ! 
in what vain dreams have I waſted my time ! but 
now, ſince Gop has graciouſly awakened me; J 
will ariſe, I will not lay down my Head to ſleep 
again on that bed of carnal preſumption, which 
the Devil makes as ſoft as he can for deluded 
fouls. Should I take one nap more thereon, it 
may be juſt with Gon that I never awake but in 
a bed of unquenchable flames; from which Dzves, 
who ſcarce ever before looked heavenwards, lift- 
ed up his eyes to behold the happineſs he had loſt. 
Wherefore, by the help of Goo, I will certainly, 
I will ſpeedily, I will effectually ariſe from this 
ſtate of fin, and ſeek the face of my Gop. 

Here he muſt be underſtood to leave three 
things; 1. His former ſinful company; 2. His 
former luſts; 3. His former way of life. 

I/, He reſolves to leave his former ſinful com- 
pany: that is, as to any partnerſhip with them 
in their vanity and debauchery : for ſo the Hol 
Ghoſt adviſes; “ And have no fellowſhip with 
the unfruitful works of darkneſs, but rather re- 
** prove them,” Eph. v. 11. A Chriftian/muft 
not be the fellow of ill ſociety, but the phyſician 
of it: we muſt break fellowſhip with theſe, or we 
cannot walk with God. Can they that walk to- 


wards Heaven, keep company and“ pace with 
them that walk towards Hell? or gan they that 
B 2 
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would get to the top of an hill, join company with 
them that run downwards, and will tumble down 
all they can with them to the bottom ? 

I ſpeak not of civil converſation, nor of inter- 
courſe by way of trade and commerce, but of our 
choſen and delightful company, As to which the 
holy Pſalmiſt ſays, 4 Depart from me, ye evil- 
« doers, for I will keep the commandments of my 
“ Gop,” Pſalm cxix. 115. It is the ſame reſolu- 
tion with this in the text; “J will no more 
comply with your humours, ye ſeed of evil-do- 
ers; nor be any further a partaker of your ſins, 
Ceaſe your enſnaring invitations, and forbear your 
curſed aſſignations; I am not the man I was, and 
will no more do as I have done: and therefore I 
dare not put myſelf into ſuch company, wherein 
I muſt ſacrifice the peace of my conſcience, and 
the favour of my Gop ?” 

We never find that the Prodigal went back to 
his harlots and profligate companions, after his 
return to his Father's houſe, No, he keeps wiſely 
to the ſociety of his Father's houſhold, whoſe good 
examples tended to confirm his holy reſolutions, 
and reformed converſation. Sober and religious 
company is like a guard of holy Angels about any 
perſon, to keep him in Gop's ways; he muſt firſt 
get out of ſuch company, before he can be very 
vicious. It is the remark of the inſpired wiſe man, 
„He that walketh with wiſe men ſhall be wiſe : 
« but a companion of fools ſhall be deſtroyed,” 
Prov. xiii. 20. The wiſe man here is the good 
and virtuous man, who will be apt to inſtil good 
inſtructions into the perſon he converſes with, and 
to communicate ſomething of his own warmth in 
ſpiritual things to others, through the grace of 
Gop ; who hath promiſed to make it effectual, 
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where it is on both ſides piouſly undertaken, — 
What a divine bleſſing then is good and holy com- 
pany! How can we duly value it! Since the gootl 
companion is often, like God's Angel to Lot, ſent 
to lead us by the hand, out of a ſtate upon which 
the flaming wrath of Gop is deſcending. 

I therefore take this opportunity to recommend 
to you all, but more cſpecially to ſuch as are Young, 
that excellent method of Keligiaus Society, which 
has of late years been happily ſet on foot by ſome 
of our Divines, and moſt happily. increaſes by the 
blefling of Gop. Their method is ſo holy, ſo 
humble, ſo full of charity and primitive piety ; 
and 1s carried on, as far as I can perceive, with 
ſuch life and ſavour of holy things, and is ſo op- 
poſite to the ſcarlet fins of theſe times, that I hope 
it is ſeed ſown by almighty Gop for a bleſted 
Reformation, and a moſt-happy prelude to it. 
Further it all you can, ye that have any zeal 
for Gop, or love of our holy Religion; “ de- 
« ſpiſe it not, for a bleſſing is in it.“ 

It is the avowed purpsſe of theſe ſocieties, to 
&* do all they do to the Glory of Gop;“ and to 
think fo lowly of themſelves, that the reproaches 
of the ſcornful worid can ſcarcely ſet them lower, 
than by their Rules they place themſelves. And 
in {ſubordination to the Glory of the great Gon, 
they bend their utmoſt ſtrength to revivelanguith- 
ing Religion; and to maintain the honour of it 


by the ſtricteſt holineſs of life; and to confirm 


this by frequent and fervent prayer, and the molt 
ſolemn and afteHionate celebration of the Sacra- 
ment of the LORD's Supper according to the pri- 
mitive frequency, as the due love of Gop our 
Saviour requires. They are full of Alms-deeds, 
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and of holy diſcourſe ; and mutually encourage 
each other daily to meekneſs, humility, and con- 
tempt of the world; graces which have long been 
deſpiſed by a crooked and haughty generation; 
though they are indeed the ornament of cur Re- 
ligion, and of great price in the ſight of Gop. 
It is, they ſay, one of the greateſt delights and 
diverſions they have, to ſing Pſalms; which they 
always perform with the ſtricteſt rcyzrence of 
ſoul and body. And before they either pray to 
Gop, or praiſe. his name, they many times read 
in the holy Scriptures, or ſome other pious book; 
to excite at once the higheſt veneration of the 
infinite majeſty of Gop, and the lowlieſt hu- 
miliation before him, | 

What I ſpeak is from my own obſervation, and 
upon the ſtricteſt judgment I can make of their 
real bent and defign: in which, though ſome of 
them may probably be inſincere (ſince one of our 
Saviour's choſen Twelve proved a Traitor; and 
ſome of the very angels above kept not their firft 
eftate ;) yet as to the temper and behaviour of 
many of them, I think I am ſo far from giving 
them any advantage by what is ſaid, that I am 
ſenſible it is leſs than their due: For the life, the 
vigour and affections of real piety, have h in- 
trinſic beauty and excellency, which it is hot in 
the power of words to repreſent. 

And notwithſtanding the ſurmiſes of ſome, I 
think it is very manifeſt, that neither the church 
nor the ſtate will have reaſon to be jealous of theſe 
Societies; for their rules tend directly to ſupport 
and advance both; and they are profeſled enemies 

both of Schiſm and Sedition: though at the ſame 
time, they profeſs themſelves lovers of all good 
people, though diſſenting from them in opinions 
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which touch not the eſſence of Religion ; look- 
ing on chriſtian charity, candor and mildneſs, as 
common debts to all that lead a chriſtian life, 

Shall I need now to uſe many words to zecom- 
mend theſe holy purpoſes to you ? Is it not a va- 
luable privilege to enjoy ſuch Society? And will 
not the love of Gop and of your awn Souls, with 
your deſire of the propagation of Religion, and 
tae welfare of our Nation, engage you to encou- 
rage it? eſpecially ſince pious examples do re- 
commend Religion in ſuch a lively and attractive 
manner; and do ſo ht it for our practice, (inſtill- 
ing it by degrees, and that with pleaſure and 
life;) that good company has much the advan- 
tage even of good books, in reforming a vain - 
converſation, 

And how well-pleaſing this is in the fight of 
Gop, fee Mal. iii. 16, 11. Then they that fear- 
« ed the LoRD ſpake often to one another: And 
ce the LoRD hearkened and heard it; and a book 
« of remembrance was written before him, for 
them that feared the Lok, and that thought 
“on his name. And they ſhall be mine, faith 
« the Lord of Hoſts, in that day when I make 
« up my jewels; and I will ſpare them, as a man 
„ ſpareth his own ſon that ſerveth him.” You 
ſee, Gop hearkens at the door, and will regiſter 
every good word which drops from your lips: yea, 
not a ſerious thought ſhall eſcape his book of re- 
cord, And ſuch ſhall be honoured by a ſignaliz- 
ing Providence of Gop, in the day in which he 


makes up his jewels, What day is this? Why, 


it is the day in which he is departing from any 
place: then people take care of their jewels, to 
carry them with them; and it is probable that 
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this expreſſion has reſpect to the migremus hinc, 
mentioned by Jeeps, the departure of God 


from the Jewiſh ſtate. 


Ah! my Brethren, with trembling I ſpeak it, 
methinks 1 ſee the dawning of this day of Gop's 
departure from us, even from us. All his methods 
to reclaim us have been ſadly fruſtrated, We are 
judgment proof; and we have turned Gon's gra- 
cious dealings into wantonneſs, What can be 
done further for our trial by the God of all the 
earth? What method of procedure have we not 
already Tuned; And aſter all, how prodigious 
are our ſins! and, to the eye of reaſon, how | hoge= 
leſs our reformation! In theſe dark circumitarcces 
I adviſe every particular ſoul to ſecure his peace 
with Gep, that he may be provided of © a ſure 
« refuge in the day of evil; for it {ball be well 
« with them that fear the Lok p,“ Eccl. viii. 12. 

Pe fo juſt therefore to your own intereſts in 
both worlds, as to take up this fist part of the 
company partake not of their tins, left you ſhare 
in their plagues. As you dread their puniſhment, 
avoid all partnerſhip in their pollutions. | 

2. Berefolves to fet himſelf againſt his former 
luſts. He ſeriouſly enleavours, trough the holy 
Spirit, to “ crucity the fleſh with its affe ctions 
« and luſts,“ Gal. v. 24. Iniquity ſhall not dwell 
with allowance in his heart, He labours to ſub- 
due the love of fin, by the prevailing love of God 
and his ways. The Prodigal muſt now. paſs un- 
der another name. He now loves his Father too 
well to affront him, or to depart from him. And 
though the love of goodneſs be not yet perfected 
in him, yet he will truly labour by daily morti- 
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fication and progreſs in holineſs to carry it on 
towards perfection. _ 

Remember, Chr.ſtians, that as ever ye would 
walk worthy of that holy name ye bear, ye muſt 
duly — and carry on the ſpiritual work of 
Mortification: ye muſt “through the Spirit mor- 
« tify the deeds of the fleſh (inward and outward) 
'© that ye may live,” Rom. viii. 13. even that ye 
may live to the glory of Gop on earth, and be 
meet to inherit his undefiled kingdom, It muſt 
be our labour as long as we live, to hate fin more 
perfectly, and to love GoD more entirely. And 
this is Chriſtian Sanctification: the bleſſed work 
of the Spirit of GoD on the degenerate ſouls of 
men; who here ſits as a refiner, continually purg- 
ing out our drcſs, and making us more pure vet- 
ſels of honour, more and more fit for our Maker's 
uſe: 4 Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they ſhall 
e ſee Gop,“ Matt. v. 8. and indeed they only can 
ſee him with delight. As the glory of the ſun's 
brightneſs is painful and intolerable to a ſore eye, 
though nothing is more pleaſant to the ſound eye 
than to behold the ſhining of the ſun; ſo to the 
unſanctified ſou), the preſence and praiſes of Gop 
are not only undeſirable, but burdenſome: where- 
as to the gracious ſou], © Gop is their exceeding 
joy, Pſalm xlii. 4, His courts are amiable,” Pſalm 
Ixxxiv. 1. His commands delightful,” 1 John y. 3. 
and * in his preſence is fulneſs of joy, and at his 
right hand are pleaſures for evermore, P/aim 
XVI. 11. | 

Look to this inward purification of your ſouls, 
all ye that would have your righteouſneſs exceed 
the ſuperficial righteouſneſs of the Scribes and 
Phariſees; leſt, with _ and all other fruitleſs 


* 


— —— — 


34 Tut Vob NG Man's MONITOR, 


profeſſors, ye be “ ſhut out of the kingdom of 
& Heaven,” Matt. v. 20. The fear of falling ſhort 
at laſt, and being found light when weighed in 
the balance of the laſt judgment, will make 
every ſincere Chriſtian very careful and circum- 
ſpect in all things, and ever exact in ordering 
his converſation aright, He will attend upon 
every ordinance of Gop with a zealous concern: 
He will pray without ceaſing; he will watch 
without ſleeping, as do others: He will fight 
againſt luſt and paſſion with hearty blows; and 


perſevere in the ſame with all long- ſuffering. He 


would in every action ſo approve himſelf to Gop, 
that Chriſt may ſay of him' in every part of his 
life, © Behold a Nathanael, an Iſraelite indeed ;” 


a Chriſtian without diſſimulation; a profeſlor | 


of Religion without guile. 

Thus the Prodigal, and every ſincere Convert, 
looks to the integrity of his heart, in oppoſition 
to impurity, vanity, and every deceitful luſt. 


. He reſolves to quit his former corrupt con- 


veriation; he will no more revel and riot as he 
had done. He will beware of wine and wanton- 
neſs, and all thoſe paths 1 death in which he 
had like to have periſhed. He will no more walk 
as others ſenſualiſts do, “ in the vanity of their 
„ minds, having their underſtanding darkened; 
being alienated from the liſe of Gon, through 


6 the ignorance thut is in them, becauſe of the 


blindneſs of their heart, Who (being hurried 
« by exorbitant luſts) give themſelves aver unto 
„ lafeiviouſneſs, to work all uncleanneſs with 
« preedineſs,” But, on the contrary, He “ puts 
« off, as to his former converſation, the old man, 
« which is corrupt, according to the deceitful 
„e luſts; and (being reuewed by che holy Spirit 
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« of Gop) he puts on the new man, which after 
« Gop is created in righteouſneſs and true holi- 
« neſs,” Eph. iv. 18, 19, &c. © He caſts off the 
« works of darkneſs, and puts on the armour of 
« light; and walks honeſtly, as in the day ; not 
cin chambering and wantonneſs, not in rioting 
« and drunkenneſs, not in ſtrife and envy : but 
« he puts on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and makes 
« no proviſion for the fleſh to fulfil the luſts 
« thereof,” Rom. xili. 12, 13. 

In few words: A true Convert is influenced 
by that powerful principle of Faith, working by 
love to Gop and his holy will; and aims at the 
glory of Gop in all he does, in hopes of enjoying 
the glorious preſence of Gop for ever. Thus 
he who lived like a ſwine before, lives like an 
angel now. He has his converſation in heaven; 
his heart is truly there; and his ſoul and body 
will in due time be there alſo, 

He ſeems to take poſſeſſion even now of the 
prepared manſions above, in that his affections 
are there already : his hope has caſt its anchor 
even within that veil. And furely he cannot but 
have treaſure there where his heart is ſo much. 

This, this, my Brethren, is that prize of our 
high calling, ! let us preſs hard after it. 
Here is nothing below worthy of our. precious 
hours, or the concern of our immortal ſouls, 
We find ſo much noiſy dilcord and naſty de- 
bauchery in this preſent evil world, that u dove- 


| like (pul eannot tell where to ſet its foot, or reſt 


elf in entire peace and quietude, And indeed, 
it is not fit that we ſhould have perſeét reſt below, 
leſt we ſhould forget the promiled reſt above 3 
and be ready to take our lot on this ſide Jordan. 
as part of the {/raelites. did, being enamouret 
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with the commodiouſneſs of the place. 

Let us therefore © ariſe and go to our Father,“ 
in whoſe houſe there are many manſions of per— 
tect bliſs. Let us make the ſame uſe of all our 
preſent wants and atictions that the Prodigal did 
namely, to haflen our journey heavenwards, 
We muſt of neceſſity part with all things which 
will ſeparate us from Gop. And if we now ſin— 
cerely ariſe from ſinful pollutions, and go to our 
heavenly Father by faith, love and dutiful ob— 
ſervance here below, He will ere long call us to 
come up into his nearer preſence, to ſee him as he 
iH and to be with him where he is; yea, to tri- 
umph with him, and to be happy in him for ever, 

SECT. HL 

II E RV, then arites an important Queſlian ; 
namely, How we may get to our Father ? 
a 1d what are the ſure paths which lead to his pre- 
wacef J hope you are all willing to go to Go; 
and that you relolve to live no longer as Prodi— 
abe, e in filthinets and ſuperfluity of mnughti— 
es;“ but to live as obedient children, in Iriék 
love und duty to your Gov and Saviour, But 
perhaps ſome priſon, whole underflandiw, is 
wot clearly enlightened in the Ways of Go, 
way ay us _ John xvi. 8B, „ Shew vs the 
„ Father, and it tufticeth us: or as Thomas ver, 6 
« How can we know the way? No man hath 
« ſoon GUD at au) time.“ Whither then mult 
we direct our ſteps, that we may go directly 

and ſurely to him? 1 an{wer z 
Secondly*, Follow the Prodigal in the ſecond 
part of his reſolution, as well as in the former, 
and that will lead you to the favourable. preſence 

Ste pages 10, 20, and 2b, 27. 
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of Gop, as it did him; namely, his Humilia- 
tion: „ will ariſe and go to my Father, and 
« will ſay unto him, Father, | have ſinned 
« againſt heaven, and before thee, and am no 
« more worthy to be called thy ſon,” 

We have already conſidered the things which 
the Prodigal reſolved againſt: let us now mind 
that which he poſitively reſolved for; which was, 
that he would now ſteadily apply himſelf to ſpi— 
ritual things, and uſe all the appointed means to 
pleaſe Gop. He will no longer be a contemner 
of Gon's ordinances, nor a mocker of his ſer- 
vants; but will wait at the doors of wildom, and 
account it the greatelt honour in the world to be 
a „ Fellow eitizen with the Saints, and one of 
the heuthold of Gop,” He now prays with 
earneſt fervour, like a true Son of Jacob; he hears 
with dutiful attention, like one whoſe heart Gop 
has opened: and praifes Gop with exalted aflee- 
tions, like a fellow plulmiſt of holy Angels: He 
diligently ſearcheth the holy Sertptutes to find 
every part of bis duty und Whenever he opens 
theſe blefied Oracle of Gob, he ſays in his heart, 
« Spenk, LORD, tar thy fervant henteth.“ He 
watches wpalnſt Eis own Cortiigptivne, the fares 
Gul the devil. und the entanylenents of the World 
and he girds on the whole armour of Gon, that 
he may be able to ftand agaialt them, and come 
off a conqueror, 

But more particularly; the ſteps which the 
Prodigal took in his return to his Father's houſe, 
as expreſled or implied in the text, were princi- 
pally theſe; 

1, He deliberately conſiders and weighs the 
terms upon which his Father would accept him, 
and heartily conlents to them, | 
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2. He wy regrets and repents of his paſt 
offences againſt his Father. 

3. He betakes himſelf effectually to ſerve his 
Father in newnels of life. 

And if we abſtract theſe things from the alle- 
gory of the Parable, and conſider them in the 
practical Doctrine which our bleſled Saviour 
teaches us, we ſhall find in theſe particulars the 


ſum of the Goſpel-covenant, and by conſe- 


quence our direct way to peace with Gop, _ 

IJ, then, "The Prodigal deliberately conſiders 
and weighs the terms upon which his Father 
would receive him into favour ; and heartily 
conſents to them, He knew full well that he 
muſt live another ſort of life than he had done.. 
if he meant to be one of his Father's beloved 
children; and he fully reſolves ſo to do, relying 
and truſting on his Father's goodneſs to pardon 
what was paſt, upon his penitent return to him, 
and to aſſt him in his endeavours to ſerve him. 
faithfully for the time to come, 

Now th2ſe are ſome of the effectual acts of a 
vigourous and effectual Faith. For when the ſin- 
ner comes, through the grace of God, to ſuch an 
efficacious ſenſe of the ſinfulneſs, miſery and 
curſedneſs of his condition, and to ſuch an affect- 
ing belief of the ſuitablenels, ſufticiency and wil- 
lingneſs of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to ſupply all his 
wants, and of his being ordained by Gob the Fa- 
ther to theſe bleſſed purpoſes, for the ſanCtifica- 
tion and eternal ſalvation of ſinners ; and when 
he conſiders that all that are ſaved by Chriſt muſt 
be enlightened, renewed, and governed by his goſ- 
pel through the holy Spirit: and upon the leri= 
ous conſideration of all this, conlcnts ſincerely to 
the whole of it, and will adventure all upon this 
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bottom ; "This is that dedicating, covenanting, 
and transforming Faith, which has a title to the 
promiſes of the goſpel; and by ſuch acts as 
theſe the Soul makes its firſt true ſteps to leave 
a ſtate of ſin and wrath, and to obtain the mercy 
and favour of Gop. Faith is the mother-grace, 
the ſpring of thoſe noble actions which abound 
in the regenerate ſervants of Gzon ;z who by this 
ſubdue the world, crucify the fleſh, vanquiſh the 
inviſible powers of darkneſs, and do ſuch mighty 
things as are recorded in the eleventh chapter of 
the Epiſtle to the Hebrews; which is a little Chro- 
nicle of the wonders done by a mighty Faith. 
When this principle had powertully influenced 
the Prodigal's heart, as well as convinced his 
judgment, with what caſe, yea, with what joy did 
he break the chains of youthful Juſts and cuſto- 
mary ſins! Faith working by love makes a new 
creature, For with one look he beholds the 


deluding devil leading him into the dungeon of 


eternal miſery; and with another, he beholds the 
Father of mercics, kindly calling to him, and 
opening his arms to receive him: with one 
thought he conſiders the necdy and naſty condi- 
tion into which his ſin had caſt him; and with 
another, he conſiders the happineſs of the meaneſt 
in his Father's houſe. And now he comes, thro? 
the grace of Cop, to the determining point, even 
to reſolve for Heaven; for Heaven, I ſay, in 
oppoſition to all the ways and entertainments of 
ſin. And hereupon, 
2dly, He deeply regrets and unfeignedly re— 
om of his paſt offences againſt his good Father, 
vangelical Faith produces an ingenuous melt=- 
ing of the heart for ſinning a inflate good- 
nels and love, with an averſion as well as a fear 
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to offend again, let the bribe to it be never ſo 
great: And this is true repentance. 

Methinks I fee with what a dejected and 
aſhamed countenance the Prodigal returns home: 
With what ſorrow of heart does he conſider his 
undutiful carriage towards his good Father: 
and thoſe hateful extravagancies which he had 
run into ſince he left him? Let us conſider his 
confeſſion, and we ſhall have an affecting account 
of his ſorrow, | 


Firſt, He acknowledges his ſin: “ Father, | 


have ſinned—“ 

Secondly, He aggravates his fin in all its 
heightning circumſtunces;——4 againſt Heaven, 
« and before thee,” or in thy ſight, 

Thirdly, He is ſenſible of the deſert of his ſin, 
« I am no more worthy to be called thy Son 
« make me as one of thy hired ſervants.” "The 
meaneſt place in thy houle is better than all the 
advancements of ungodlineſs. 


Firſt, He acknowledges and laments his fin | 


from his very heart: His words are very mourn- 
ful and melting; “ Father, I have ſinned.” My 
lin, my {in troubles me ſorely, It ſticks me to 
the very heart, to think how indulgent my goo 
Father has been to me, and what a ſtubborn and 
untractable Wreteh 1 have been towards him, | 
have been as n beaſt before him. So thut he 
bangs down his aſhamed face, and ſmites upon 
his guilty brealt, ſaying, » Gop be mercitul 
unto me u inner!“ 

when ones the ſinner comes to this, when 
he ſees his own wretehediels, defolution and 
danger, by reaſon of his lin, and groans forth 
his unutterable ſenſe of its weight, there is then 
a happy alteration begun, and he is in the direct 
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| ſpiling both his juſtice aud mercy, 
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way to ſpiritual peace and eternal reſt. For the 
promiſe of divine reſt is made by our Saviour to 
ſuch as are weary and heavy laden, Rlatt. xi. 28 
and we ſhall one day bleis Gop with rapturo:!s 
joy that ever he made us ſorrowtul after this god- 
ly ſort; for this works repentance never to be 
repented of, yea, ever to be rejoiced in.“ 

Secondly, He aggravates his fin, in all its 
heightning circumſtances: Alas | “I have ftnne\ 
* againſt heaven, and before thee.” | 

He is ſorry for the impiety of his fin againſt 
Gon: As if he had ſaid, “ Ah! I am full of 
ſorrow and confuſion for my many and great fias 
ayainſt my good Gor ; the Go of my life, the 
(10D of my vows, the Gop of my mercies, aud 
the Gob of my ſalvation, OQ that ever I ſheuld 
be ſuch a wretch, to blaſpheme the great Gun 
with the breath which he gave me; to abule his 
wine and good creatures in revelling and drunk— 


me the members of a har'ot ; perverting the very 
end for which Gop my Creator made me; dil- 
honouring his name, thwarting his will, and de- 
'T his 1s the 
lirſt and chief aggravation of ſin, which chiefly 
he fin is Ihincnted, as 
linz as committed againſt Heaven, The Hebrew 
word SHD Havens, is among the Jews a ufual 
mme of Grub, as Dun iv. 20. Where is was told 
Nobnehadneary that his e kingdom ſhould be 
e (re unto him, after that he knew that the 
f, did rule,“ And to in the new Telta- 
ment, The Paptifm of John, whenee was it! 
of Habe, or of men?” 4%. xxi. 25. Sa 
at the penitent principally laments his lin as 
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fin; as it was committed againſt the authority, 
goodneſs, and perfections of (3op. 

A true Penitent will alſo lament, and to his 
power recompence any injury that he had done 
to men. He will confeſs his fault, beſeech for- 
giveneſs, and make all polſible reſtitution to any 
perſon whom he has wronged, So the Prodigal; 
« Father, I have wickedly offended and grieved 
= 1 have /nred before thee y my wieked lite 
1as fetched many a tear from your eyes, and 
many a figh frem your heart, I waſted your 
goods, 1 left your eempany, I difregarded your 
advieez for all which 1 folemply arraign an 
condemn myſelf befare you this day; and will 
no more do fa wiekedly,” : 

Thirdly, He was ſenſible of the deſert of his 
ſin,— and am no more worthy to be called thy 
„% Son.“ Here is more implied than is ſpoken 
for it implies the ſhame, loſs and rejection, op- 
poſite to ſonſhip, As if he had ſaid z “ I have 
celerved to be diſowned and diſcarded by you, 
my good Father z as I have alſo deſerved to havo 
my name blotted out of the book of life ; to be 
abandoned by the Jop of merey, and to be for 
ever ſhut up in the dungeon of darkneſs with 
unbelievers and obſtinate enemies of Cop,” 

Thus will a Penitent aggravate his fin in the 
day of his humiliatian z which is a true ſtep to 
obtain mercy ; for 4 he that humbleth himſelt 
6 ſhall be exalted,” Lube xiv. 11. „ If thou deal- 
«* eſt ſharply with thyſelf, ſays Tertellian, Go 
„will deal mildly with thee: But if thou ex- 
& cuſeſt thyſclf when thou art guilty, Gop will 
& accule thee.“ And ants 
fathers, Ambroſe, adviſes ſinners to load them- 
{clves with ſelf-accuſations, as the ready way 
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to alleviate the burden of fin. Such lowly prin- 
ciples made thoſe holy men of old to walk humbly 
with their God, even to a degree of humility 
which amazed the age they lived in, as much 
as it reproaches this of ours, 

We may alſo further take notice, concerning 


| the Prodigul's humiliation and folemn addreſs to 


| 


| 


| 


lis Father, that he framed it in his mind before 
he came to utter it with his lips in his Father's 
preſence, He fieſt ſaid within himfelf, “ Will ge 
to my Father, and lay, Se.“ and then he went 
and ſpake accordingly, This may mind us te 
promeditate before we pray to the great Jop! 
as the wiſe man adviſes, Ach v. a1 Be nat 
* raſh with thy mouth, and let not thy heart be 
e haſty to utter any thing before Gon.“ Remem- 
ber the infinite diſtance betwixt the almighty eter- 
nal Gop, and a poor polluted creature, “ He 
is in heaven, and thou art on earth ; therefore 
let thy words be few,” It is ill trifling and 


| toying with ſuch a tremendous thing as —— to 


the Lob of heaven and earth for things of eter= 
nal moment, A true convert will pray ſeriouſly and 
(enſibly too z 4 in the Spirit, and with underſtand 
„ing alto.“ And to crown all, in the laſt place, 

%, He betakes himſelf in good earnelt to 
ſorve his Father in newnels of lite®, We never 
read that the Prodigal played the runagate after 
his reſtoration to his Father's favour, but he con» 
tinued ſoberly in his Father's family, and obſery- 
ed the pious orders of his houſe, Thus a real 
convert will firmly and ſupremely love that Gon 
whom before he diſhonoured, and embrace thoſe 
laws which before he defpiſed, and venerate that 
piety which before he blaſphemed ; defiring by 

* See page 38. 
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“e patient continuance in well-doing to inherit la ca 
the promiſes,” ter t 


1 : ritua 
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THUS have we in our Meditations accom! A 
panied the penitent Prodigal in all the ſtepsI quit. 

of his return to Gob, And that we may in heat{{1ons 
and deed imitate his repentance and reforma- {ſerve 
tion, | come now, able 
Thirdly *, To recommend to you the threeſſand 
principal motives which led him to this penitent]wha 
converſion, And truly they will appear very]ÞÞe u 
forcible to every ſerious mind; namely, C 
Firſt, The deplorableneſs of his preſent con- Nef C 
dition. do t 
Secondly, The neceſſity of an alteration of it. I furi- 
N The likelihood of his ſucceeding ia wee 
it, upon h1- earneſt endeavours, wha 
1. In the firſt place, he conſidered the deplora-IHea 
bleneſs of his preſent condition. He was as na{tyſſwha 
as the very ſwine he kept, and much more hun-ſſthe 
gry and empty than they, "The hogs had a maſ-I beac 
ter that would provide for them; but he had noſſedn« 
friend near him, none that would beſtow tliePwitt 
charity of a few huſks upon the poor periſhii: Pf k 
man. He had brought himſelf to the molt abject, Jeon! 
ſordid and comfortleſs condition upon earth zſit is 
and to continue in theſe circumſtances was thefthin 
way to periſh inevitably, : E 
Sirs! this is your and my ceſe, if we are min 

« departed from the living Go through our evil ot 
&« heart of unbelicf.“ The ſwine's wallowing inafti 


. . . od 9 
the mirc, is a ſcripture emblem of the finner's Þmn 


ſpiritual pollution; and the famine and naked-ſprre' 
neſs which befel the Prodigal in his wild ramble, orc 
* Yee page 20. 
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ſhews us the miſery and wretchedneſs to which 
or; Ja carnal mind leads men.“ For * if they live af- 
ter the fleſh, they muſt die;“ they die to all ſpi- 
ritual good now, and therefore will be ſeparated 
irom all that is good and happy for ever. 
om. Ah! what naſty work is every worker of ini- 
tcps|,quity engaged in! to what brutal luſts and paſ- 
oa, IHons is he enſlaved | what an ill maſter doth he 
ma. f{{erve ! what a pitiful, degenerate, and unreaſon= 
able lite doth he live! and ah | what a wretched 
\reefland deſperate death doth he die? And above all, 
tent what a dreadful, painful, unpitied eternity mult 
very le undergo ? 
O Sinner, I beſeech thee, even by the mercies 
-01. Jef Gop, which thou deſpiſeſt, that thou wouldſt 
do thy immortal ſoul that right, as to ſtop thy 
fit. furious courſe in fin; and conſider wiſely what 
g ia ſweetneſs there is in a lite of faith and holineſs ! 
what bleſledneſs in obedience to the King of 
ord- Heaven | what joy there is in peace with Gop ! 
aſtyſwhat honour in communion with the Lok of 
nun-Ithe whole world! what ſatisfaction, hope, and 
madſ-{\peace there is in a pious life] and what bleſt- 
d naſſcdneſs and glory there is at the end of it! And 
| tlic withal, conſider how near we are to an eternity 
hi: fot bliſs or torment; and how unalterable our 
jeci, condition will be in the other world, when once 
\rth zit is entered upon. He that hath the power of 
theſſchinking, let him think on theſe things. 
How long ſhall it be ere we come to a deter- 
e are ninate reſolution for eternal happineſs | we can- 
r cvil hot endure the thoughts of dwelling with ever- 
ng in laſting burnings: we cannot deny but we have 
ner's Þmmortal ſouls, which muſt receive quickly an 
ked-prrevocable ſentence from the mouth of Gop, ac- 
nble, Pording to the manner of our life here, And we 
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daily ſee ourſelves decaying, and drawing on to- 
wards the inviſible ſtate; and yet how late is it 
ere moſt of us ſet ourſelves ſeriouſly to do the 
will of Sop; and many thouſands never come 
at all to this point? + Ah! why will any wiſe 
& perſon live, ſays one, ſo as no wiſe perſon dares 


& die?” Why do we do that with delight which 


tends to bitter ſorrow? Why do we not lay out 
our time and ſtrength chiefly in the concerns of 
the eternal life to come? Since this world is but 
our paſſage, why do our affections ſtick here? 
How can we live in quiet, when the proſpect of 
a future ſtate is ſo cloudy? or how can we with 
reaſon and ſelf- love do ſuch things now, as will be 
our confuſion and torment in the eternal ſtate ? 
To what purpoſe have we lived all thoſe years 
which Gop has given us, if we have not yet ef— 
fectually conſidered to what purpoſe Gop ſent 
us into the world; and in what our happineſs 
conſiſts? Is it wiſdom for us to be always pro- 
viding for a world in which we muſt ſtay ſo lit- 


tle a while, and make no proviſion for a world! 


which has no end? Have we yet no hope in 
Chriſt ? no ſaving intereſt in him ? no commu- 
nion with Gop ? no fellowſhip with the Spirit ? 
no ſenſe of Gop's love? This is indeed a very 
dark and diſmal ſtate ; the ſhades of eternal death 
are in it: I pray you haſten out of it. No perſon 
can make too much haſte, where his life is in im- 
minent danger. And to quicken you to this con- 
ſider the Prodigal's ſecond motive; namely, 

2. The abſolute neceſſity of his changing his 
condition. And this could be no otherwiſe done, 
he was ſure, but by untreading the ſteps of his 
prodigal life, And therefore he goes back to his 
Father with ſpeed: for he ſaw that if he con- 
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tinued at this diſtance from him he ſhould periſh 
by hunger and nakedneſs, and the want of all 
things. Though ſome things in this world look 
fair and alluring to a carnal eye, eſpecially when 
varniſhed by the deluſions of the devil; yet there 
is nothing in it but darkneſs, deluſion and de- 
ſtruction. Like thoſe apples of Sodom, which ſome 
have made mention of ; which are fair, they ſay, 
to the eye, but have nothing but duſt within 
them, The Prodigal found this true by ſad ex- 
perience; and methinks we ſhould never forget 
his cry, verſe 17. „I periſh with hunger,” M 
ſoul is ſtarved for want of “ the true meat which 
«© nouriſhes to eternal life.“ 

My Brethren, our Father's houſe is the church 
of Gop: His Family, is the congregation of the 


faithful: His Son's body and blood, received by 


faith, are the true viands which nouriſh to ever- 
laſting life. If we are deſtitute of theſe, we are 
infinitely miſerable: for if ſo, Gop is our ene- 
my; his word is our condemnation ; his Son will 
pronounce ſentence againſt us: and it will be but 


a little while, and we ſhall be cut off from our 


outward chriſtian privileges, like unprofitable 
branches, © and be caſt into the lake which burn- 
“ eth with fire and brimſtone for ever.“ 

Is this a condition fit to be lived in? Can we 
content ourſelves in the neighbourhood of ſuch 
curſes, and under the burden of ſuch guilt ? 
Pray tell me; is it not worth our while to labour 
earneſtly for ſo ſhort a time as this life laſts, to 
ſhun the eternal doom and torments of devils ? 
Has the prince of this world ſo perfectly blinded 


your eyes, that you are not ſcared at the approaches 


of Death, and the Judgment to come; tho” you 
perceive that your peace is not made with Gop, 


— — — — — — - 
- * ” 
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and that you are not partakers of that inward 
holineſs, without which none can fee his face 
with comfort ? x 

Men, Women, and Children, conſider I pray 
you in time, that if we are not regenerated by 
the holy Spirit of Gop, and do not become fin- 
cerely holy in all manner of converſation ; if we 
dare indulge any carnal appetite, or neglect 
God's ordinance, or live in the contempt of 
any part of Gop's will; the curies of God's 
Book belong to us in both worlds; and we 
may, for ought any body can aſſure us to the 
contrary, make our bed in hell before the light 
of the next day ſhines upon us. 

Since there is therefore ſuch abſolute neceſſity 
of becoming ſincere converts to Gop in time, let 
none of us ſettle again on the lees of a carnal 
ſtate ; but let us in time © ariſe and go to our 
„Father; for he is gracious and merciful], and 
e ready to forgive.” This leads us to conſider 
the third motive which inclined the Prodigal to 
return to his Father ; namely, | 

3. The likelihood of his ſucceeding in it, upon 
his ſincere endeavours. He confided in the good. 
neſs of his Father, and truſted that he would not 
rejeCt, but cheriſh thoſe firſt kindlings of love to- 
wards him, He conſidered with what tender- 
neſs his Father had brought him up; and with 
what unwillingneſs he parted with him; and with 
what bounty he gave him a portion of his goods; 
and what patience he had exerciſed towards him 
in his prodigal life ; and he concludes with rea- 
ſon, that his bowels were not perfectly hardened 
againſt him yet; or however, that though he 
might juſtly loath him when a Prodigal, yet he 

would 
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would love him when a Penitent. And it proved 
according to his expectation ; yea much better 
than he could have hoped: for ſo ſoon as ever 
his Father could get ſight of him, and beheld that 
his Son's face was towards him, even whilſt he 
was at a diſtance, his Father ran to meet him. 
The good old man ſeems to forget his years, he 
ran like a nimble youth; ſuch ſpirits had his joy 
infuſed: and though he found: his ſon all in rags, 
beſmeared with dung, and ſtinking with the ſtench 
of ſwine, yet the Father's love digeſts all theſe 
lothſome circumſtances; and before the ſon 
could confeſs his fault, the Father falls on his 
neck, and vouchſafes to embrace that lump of 
filth and beggary. His Father reads his ſon's re- 
pentance in his looks : and this bleſſed grace blots 
out a multitude of fins. "The Father does not fo 
much as upbraid him with what he had been, for 
joy of what he know is. For he looked upon him 
as raiſed from the very dead, His fins had been 
ſo enormous, and he had fo long abandoned him- 
ſelf to them, that his Father had deſpaired of his 
converſion, and gave him over for loſt : but he 
now beholds his ſon become another man: and 

now the beſt clothes and the beſt chear in the 
houſe are called for to entertain him; and all the 
neighbourhood rings with the muſic and mirth 
of the houſe ; and the burden of their joyful ſongs 
was this ; “ My fon was dead, and is alive again: 
« he was loſt, and is found.“ 

My Brethren, this is the true deſcription of 
God's mercy to returning ſinners, drawn to the 
life in this Parable by the Son of his boſom, who 
could beſt ſet forth his love to us. Let this then 
incline us all to return to God with ſpeed and 

C 
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ſincerity : And whatever our fins have been, let 
them not overwhelm us in deſpair ; though they 
muſt humble us to repentance, 


Let me here leave this Rule with you, which I 


pray you to remember and practiſe, when both 
my lips and pen ſhall no more be able to give 
you inſtruction: namely, That you do not ſuf- 
« fer your ſins, how horrid ſoever, to drive you 
« from GoD, but te him.” For when the devil 
has brought you into the ſnare of ſin; his next 
plea is, that you can never get out of it: that 
you cannot have the face to go to Gop; or to 
ſeek his mercy in this odious condition, into 


which ſin has brought you. And if he can prevail 


with the ſinner to fit ſtill in his ſin, and never 
look out for a remedy, he has his end. But be- 
ware, I beſeech you, of this wile of the devil; 
and ſay with the Prodigal, I will ariſe, and aſk 
<« pardon of my Father. He has laid help upon 
One that is mighty to ſave,” Ia. Ixiii. 1. and 
« through him he will abundantly pardon,” chap. 
Iv. 7. The Lord “ Jeſus Chriſt is able to ſave to 
te the uttermoſt them that come to Gop by him,” 
Heb. vii. 25. and © will in no wiſe caſt out ſuch 
« as come unto — — vi. 37. 

Euſebius has recorded a memorable paſſage of 
St. John the Evangeliſt, concerning a young man 


of a great capacity and a promiſing countenance; 


in order to whoſe education this holy Apoſtle had 
given a particular charge to the Biſhop of the 
place where the young man lived. But netwith- 
ſtanding all the care that was taken, he proved a 
very diſſolute and wild man; and, after the prac- 
tice of many ſorts of wickedneſs, deſpairing of the 
mercy of Gop, he became the Captain of a band 
of Robbers, wholly bent on rapine, murder, and 
a | 
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cruelty, Of which when St. John was informed, 
he rode fo the place where he uſed to rob, and 
being taken by ſome of them, deſired to be car- 
ricd to their Captain, But no ſooner did this 
great Robber behold the awful face of St. John, 
but he was ſtricken with ſhame, and fled away, 
Upon which the good Apoſtle ran after him, cry- 
ing, „ My Son! my Son! why fleeſt thou from 
« thy Father unarmed and old? O my Son, have 
« compaſſion on me; be not afraid; there is yet 
ec hope of ſalvation for thee. I will undertake for 
ce thee with Chriſt. I will die for thee, if need be, 
as Chriſt died for us. I will hazard my ſoul 
« for thine, Truſt to me. Chriſt ſent me.” 
'The Robber —_— this, firſt ſtood ſtill, caſting 
his eyes on the earth; and then fell into a trem- 
bling, and at laſt wept ſo bitterly that he ſeemed 
to baptize himſelf in his own tears. And here 
the humiliation of the "Thief, and the embraces 
of the Apoſtle, ſeemed to be another Prodigal 
returning to his Father, and received with joy : 
for he was hereby brought to repentance and 
newneſs of life. EuskB. lib. iii. cap. 23. 
l Let us then be aſſured, from the abundant pro- 
miſes of Gop, And the examples of his mercy to 
f ſinners, (of which his forbearance towards ever 
a one of us is a near inſtance to convince us) that 
1 Gop will ſhew mercy to the worſt of ſinners that 
e 
a 


have hearts to repent and forſake their ſins.— 
« Come now, and let us reaſon together, ſaith 
&« the Lord; Though your fins be as ſcarlet, they 
e ſhall be white as ſnow; though they be red like 
<« crimſon, they ſhall be as wool,” 1a. i. 1t. The 
change of your heart and life, by the grace of 
God, will make a bleſſed alteration in your pre- 
n ſent ſtate, and future rr 
2 
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Truly, Sirs! there is no day ſo beneficial, ſo 
happy, ſo bleſſed to us, as that of our unfeigned 
converſion to Gop. For then the face of our 
heavenly Father is turned towards us, his arms 
are incircled about us, and his boſom opened to 
us. Then we may look up towards Heaven 
with comfort, and think of eternity with delight; 
we may meet death with an unſhaken peace ; 
and lay by our bodies, as we put off our old 
clothes, in hope of receiving them in a better 
trame at the reſurrection. 


e. 
T HU s have we conſidered the Prodigal's 


reſolution of returning to his Father ; with 
his humiliation before him; and the motives which 
excited him to both: | | 

Let us now more particularly apply all this to 
ourſelves. | 

And here we are concerned to bring ourſelves 
to an impartial ſelf- examination, as in the pre- 
ſence of Gop ;- whether we are in the Prodigal- 
eſtate of diſtance and diſaffection to Gop, or in 
a penitent and converted one? How ſtands the 
caſe with us? Are we of the inviſible church of 
Gop, or of the ſynagogue of Satan? * All we 
„like ſheep have gone aſtray, every one in his 
« own way,” ſays the Prophet, 1/a. liii. 6. But 
are we riſen from the follies and wanderings of 
our vain converſation, or are we not? 8 

This is a point which deſerves our moſt ſpeedy, 
moſt ſerious conſideration: What! „ know ye 
« not your ownſelves,” fays the Apoſtle; ** how 
« that ſeſus Chriſt is in you, except ye be repro- 
& bates ?” 2 Cor. xiii. 5. If this work of ſincere 
converſion of the heart be not yet effected; what 
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mockery is all our profeſſion of Religion! and 
how unſavory are all our prayers and other vain 
performances in the noſtrils of God | The whole 
purport of the firſt chapter of 1/aiah, is to chide 
and rebuke the trifling and inſincere medlers with 
religion, To what purpoſe do they take Gop's 
Book into their hand, or his covenant into their 
mouth, who hate to be reformed ? 

Since it is therefore a matter of ſuch conſe- 
quence, let us, without any manner of miſrepre- 
ſentation, bring ourſelves directly and impar- 
tially to this one queſtion ; namely, 

Have we affectionately and unfeignedly made, 
and do we to our utmoſt power, through grace, 
faithfully keep the vows of the Chriſtian Cove- 
nant? Have we ſuch an abiding ſenſe of the infi- 
nite evil of fin, and the immenſe excellency of. 
Gor and his ways, that we have ſolemnly and 
reſolutely devoted ourſelves to Gop, through his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, according to the terms of the 
Covenant of Grace? and is the bent of our heart, 
and the courſe of our life indeed agreeable to this 
holy purpoſe ? Do you ſerve Gop, or Mammon? 
Do you live after the fleſh, or after the Spirit? By 
faith, or by ſenſe? Do you reſemble the Prince 
of Light, or the Prince of Darkneſs? and to which 
of theſe are you ſubje&t? Who has your heart, 
and whom do you ſerve? What intereſt do you 
{ide with in the choice and courſe of your life ? 
either that of Gop in Jeſus Chriſt, or the intereſt 
of this world, and the will of the fleſh and the 
devil? Does your deſire and reſolution to pleaſe 
Gop overbear all contrary deſires and inclina- 
tions? and is the favour of Gop the chief happi- 
neſs you propoſe to yourſelf? and in order to this, 
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choſen to refer you to one * 


Jiſtance from his gracious preſence, I then be 
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is the holy goſpel] your choſen rule of life ? 
Since many queſtions are apt to puzzle weak 
minds and ſcrupulous conſciences, i have here 
plain one, which 
is the foundation of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
of the Chriſtian Hope. I pray you, prove your- 
felves by it without deceit: the deluſion will 
de your own, if you deal otherwiſe, 
And if you find your caſe good, and your heart 
and ways truly Chriſtian, be ſure to offer Gop, 


through the blefſed Mediator, the praiſes due to 


his name on this account. O happy you! if you 
can appeal to Gop in the words of the elder Son, 
verſe 29. © Lo! theſe many "_ have I ſerved 
« thee, neither tranſgreſſed 1 at any time thy 
„% commandment,” not by a known and wilful 
tranſgreſſion, or by no ſuch ſin not truly repented 
of. If ſo the Father's anſwer to thoſe words may 


he applied to you, verſe 31. © Son, thou art ever 


*« with me, and all that I have is thine.” We 
have a promiſe as full as this, Rev. xxi. 7, © He 
« that overcometh ſhall inherit all things ; and I 
will be his Gop, and he ſhall be my Son.“ 
This is bleſſed beyond expreſſion; an inheri- 
tance which exceeds all eſtimation. 

But if on the contrary your ſelf- examination 
ſhews you your wanderings from God, and you 

eech 

you, with all the earneſtneſs I am able to ſpeak ; 

yea, I charge you in the name of Gon, that you 

haſten your return to him: for why, O | why will 
ou die in your ſin, and periſh for ever ? 

Do you indeed conſider your mortality and im- 
mortality? Have you ever thoroughly conſidered 
how dreadful it is, to die in a prodigal ſtate ; at a 
wide diſtance from your Father's houſe z and une 
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der his heavy diſpleaſure ? without hope of Hea- 
ven, or any further mercy from the ſole fountain 
of it? with terrors without, and agonies within ? 
with an almighty enemy above, and immortal 
enemies beneath ? cruſhed by a multitude of in- 
tolerable ſufferings, without any manner of ſup- 


port, or hope of mitigation ? 


Surely the merry contented ſinner never yet 

thought ſo far as this; he is ſo dazzled by the 
preſent gaiety of ſin and ſo hoodwinked by the 

Prince of darkneſs, that he diſcerns not the dark 

clouds, which gather about him, and the horrible 

tempeſt which is falling upon him. But there is 

one text of Scripture, which one would think 
ſhould awaken and undeceive every finner, that 

is not perfectly dead to all that is ſpiritual : It is 

that tremendous queſtion put to finful men by 
the Holy Ghoſt, Rom. ix. 22. What if Gop, 
„willing to ſhew his wrath, and make his power 
« known, endured with much long-ſuffering the 
« veſſels of wrath fitted to deſtruction ?”? O dread- 
ful ! the righteous Gop will give an example of 
his almighty power in the puniſhment of the 
damned! It ſhall be ſeen by Angels and Men, 
how miſerable the omnipotent Gop is able to 
make condemned men. Who knows the power 
&« of his anger s ſays the Pſalmiſt, P/alm xc. 11. 
O horrible ! it exceeds comprehenſion ; yet muſt 
he endured by guilty perſons to all eternity.“ As 
« the man is, ſuch is his ſtrength,” Judges viii. 21. 
A Giant can give a more ſmarting and a more 
deadly blow than a, Child. O then, who can bear 
the weight of almighty power, put forth to the 
utmoſt in direful vengeance, and that for ever! 
O diſmal ſufferings! which no revolutions of 
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ages, or millions of years, can ſo much as leſſen 
for {till thoſe miſerable ſouls are no nearer to an 
end of their ſufferings than at the beginning of 
them, | 

Tell me, all ye that live unrighteouſly, intem- 
perately and ungodly! are ye willing to die thus ? 
« Canye dwell with everlaſting burnings? Can 


your hand be ſtrong, or can your heart endure 


ein that day in which the Gop of judgment ſhall 
deal with you after your deſervings ?” I know 
ye cannot, O then, take better courſes in time, 
that ye may come to a more bleſſed end. 

And yet, leſt I ſhould not have ſufficiently 
rouzed the lethargic {inner ; and becauſe | know 
that ſuch as ſee their natural face in a glaſs, and 
are terrified with it for the time, are apt to go 


away, and forget what manner of men they are, 


and how near and terrible their dangers are; and 
becauſe the inviſible enemies of goodneſs will be 
buſy in their endeavours to ſteal away the ſeed 
ſown; I make this requeſt to every captive of 
Sin and Satan; that they would retire, and give 
the following queſtions a ſcrious conſideration ? 
by which I deſire you to expoſtulate and reaſon 
the caſe with your own ſouls. | 
Duc/tion 1, Loveſt thou the Gon of thy mer- 
cics and bliſs ſo little, as to part with his favour 
for ſuch rifles as ſin affords? For a little drink 
which thou needeſt not, and which can only 
pleaſe thee whilſt it is running down thy throat? 
Or for a few moments of filthineſs, like Eſau, 
who for one carnal morſe] ſold his birthright ? 
Or for a few ſums of money, which thou muſt 
leave quickly, or they thee; and which bring 
diſquict to thy mind, and cannot profit thee in the 
day of wrath? Or for a few ill words, which 
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bring neither profit nor pleaſure here, yet pull 
| down infinite torments in the eternal ſtate !— 
What a reproach 1s it to a reaſonable creature 
to act ſo m__ and diſingenuouſly! 

Queſt. 2. Is the authority of the great Gop 
ſo contemptible, that his command cannot ſtop 
| thee? Doſt thou deſpiſe the Governor of the. 
world, who is able to deſtroy both your ſoul and 

body eternally ? 

Oueft 3. Can any thing he a ſecret to Gop? 

| or will the hidden fins of men be long ſecret to 

the world? Does not Gop fill all places with his 
preſence ? Does not his knowledge enter where 
the light cannot? And has he not appointed a 
day when every ſecret ſin ſhall be laid open ? 

Quęſt. 4. Has not any ſoul greater peace in 
the mortification of inordinate luſts and paſſions, 
than in their rage and fury? Is there not greater 
ſweetneſs, honour and hope, in the liberty of 
thoſe whom the Spirit of Go frees from the ty- 
ranny of ſin; than in the ſlavery, toils and vex- 
ations of ſuch as are the ſlaves of beaſtly appe- 
tites and paſſions? | | 

Dueft, 5. Does not chriſtian ſelf-denial pro- | 
duce great inward comfort? And does not the. | 
conqueſt of a temptation bring us the joy and 
glory of a noble triumph? And does not piritual 
Joy vaſtly exceed carnal mirth ? 15 
ui. b. Has not ſinful indulgence ſad twitches 
of conſcience, a painful regret of mind, and dif- 
mal forebodings of an atter-reckoning ; threat- 
ning them, as they ſay the Ghoſt did Brutus, to 
meet them hereafter to their terror? F 

weſt, 7. Is it a light matter to contradict the 
end for which we were made, and to pervert our 
"YL esu Nos iy 
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faculties, and abuſe the mercies of God? Will 
a juſt Gon bear this long ? 

Queſt. 8. Is it not ſelf-enmity to deſpiſe the 
Lord jeſus Chriſt, the gracious Saviour of men ? 
and to trample on his blood, grieve his Spirit, 
and neglect that great Salvation which he has 
purchaſed at ſo dear a rate? 

Duel. 9. What if thou ſhouldſt be forſaken of 
Gop, and given up to the blindneſs, hardneſs, 
and perverſeneſs of thine own corruption ;— 
Would not thy caſe then be as wretched even 
as that of devils themſelves ? 

Rue 10. How many mercies of Gon are 
paſt ! How many preſent! And what offers are 
made of an eternity of mercy to come! And 
ſhall all theſe loſe their end? Will not theſe riv- 
ers of oil melt and ſoften thy hard heart? 

uct. 11. How if thou ſhouldſt be taken out 
of this world this day by ſome violent diſtemper, 
or ſome unforeſeen accident? How couldſt thou 
appear before Gop, or render an account of all 
the paſſages of thy life, or bear the doom of the 
laſt ſentence ? | 

Que. 12. Didſt thou ever look back on any 
fin committed, and not wiſh it undone? Does 
not ſorrow ſucceed the ſhameful] acts of wicked- 
neſs, as ſoon as ever the violence and raſhneſs of 
it is over? And why then wilt thou again make 
work for ſorrow and repentance? 

ve. 13. Is it not the greateſt honour that 
man can have, to converſe with Gop ? the great 
eſt ſatisſaction to have peace with him? and the 
greateſt happineſs to be his favourite f | 

Boot 14. Is not our departure from Gop the 
cauſe of our forrows, and the very eſſence of our 
miſery? Would not hell itſelt Joſe its name, 
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if the gracious preſence of Gop were there? 

Dueft. 15. Have we any intereſt or concern 
upon earth fo great and important as to repent 
of our fins, and return to our Gop, and to glo- 
rify his name upon earth, and do the work he 
has given us to do ? | 

Conſider theſe things duly, and ſhew your- 
ſelves men. Act as reaſon and ſelf-preſervation, 
influenced by Faith, will dire& you in this caſe, 
Grudge not, I pray you, to ſpend a little time 
to ſecure a glorious eternity, 
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AND let me here ſubjoin our Saviour's words, 
though ſþoken on another account, What 


thou doſt, do quickly.“ The ſhortneſs and un- 


certainty of our mortal life, will not bear the 
lingerings and loiterings of a tedious ſuſpence. 
Many à ſoul has been ſnatched away into its eter- 
nal condition, whilſt it has been entertaining it- 
ſelf with uncertain thoughts of preparing for it. 
Indeed nothing fruſtrates the deſign of Religion 
more, than the putting off the holy purpoſes of it 
from day to day: Becauſe this adminiſters ſome- 
thing of eaſe to a deluded ſoul; and at the ſame 
time prepares a net for its deſtruction. And alas 
how many thouſands have periſhed in this fatal 
ſnare | It is very probable, that of the many mil- 
lions new in hell, there are but few but had in 
their life-time ſome thoughts of repenting here- 
after, But when Gop ſays, “ Now is the ac» 
« cepted time, now is the day of ſalvation,” 2 Cor. 
vi. 2. it is a very abſurd and hateful preſumption, 
for a poor dependent mortal to lay, “ Not now, 
but hereatter,” By men's delays they harden their 
hearts; they make by bonds of cuſtomary ſins 
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ſtronger ; they provoke Gop to give them up to 
their luſts and deluſions: And though they will 
every day need more grace than other, in order 
to their repentance, yet they are leſs and leſs like- 
ly to obtain it. So that in effect, by perſuading 
people to delay their repentance, the devil ſecures 
his game better than he could by tempting them 
at once to reſolve againſt ſalvation ; becauſe this 
is ſo horrible a thing, that no conſcience can be 
luppoſed to bear it long; whereas the other way 
of procraſtination, very often prevails on men to 
the day of their death, | 
Beſides ; confider, my Brother! if it could be 
as you vainly project, that — could ſpend the 
moſt of your time in ſin, and yet be faved at laſt ; 
would you not be aſhamed to appear before the 
infinite Majeſty of your Creator, when you reflect 
on what you have done; and ſee how much you 


have done for the devil, and how little for Gop? 


What! ſhall only your old age be at Gop's 
ſervice? Will you offer dry bones upon his altar ? 
An honeſt heathen would bluſh at this, „Does it 
4 not ſhame thee, ſays Seneca, to ſquander away 
« the active and uſeful part of thy time in vice, 
and only to reſerve thoſe laſt hours of thy liſe 
« for ſobriety and virtue, which thou knoweſt not 
« how to employ otherwiſe ?” And again, “ Ah! 
« how late is it to begin to live, when our life is 
« ending ?” SEN, de Breu. Fite, And we have 
it from a better pen, that “ the blind and feeble 
* cattle, (the emblems of old age) offered in 
« ſacrifice to Gop, would not be accepted,” Mal. 
i, 8, that is, when they had a male in their 
« flock,” as all ſuch as are young now have; that 
is to ſay, a more ſtrong and more perfect ſervice 
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in their power, than what will be in their capa- 


city when they are old. 


So then, foraſmuch as the Young man in this 
Parable has been the ſubject of my diſcourſe all 


along, I now turn my concluding Exhortations 
to Young Perſons in a particular manner. 


Ye that are now in the flower of your age, and 
the morning of your time; conſider, L pray you, 
the miſery which attended the miſled Youth in the 
text; and be careful that you do not miſ-ſpend 
the golden days of your life. O! what a vile 
ſhame is it, for any young Men and Women to 
ſacrifice their firſt fruits to the devil! to pollute 
ſome of their firſt breath by profane language ! 
and to dedicate the prime of their ſtrength and 
time to luſt, and wine, and profanencſs | I be- 
ſeech you, do not thus fooliſhly and perverſely. 
This will only be the ſowing of thiſtles and 
brambles in the ſpring, which will not comfort, 
but torment you, and tear your breaſts in your 
declining years. For if you ſhould be ſo unwary 
and unhappy, as to begin your years in polluting 
follies, it will come to this; namely, that you 
muſt either walk back, and undo what you have 
done amils, with ſhame and ſorrow, if Gon gives 

ou ſuch grace; or go on heedlefly to cternal 
orror and deſtruction, 

Let me therefore adviſe you to ſet out aright, 
that you may finiſh your courle with joy, Do 
not ſo much as delize to taſle the poilonous baits 
of youthlul luſts. It is madneſs to eat that which 


will be your death if you do not vomit it up 


again, | 
If therefore the ſottiſh wine-bibber, or the 
naſty creature who is above all others called 4 


62 Tux VoUVOC Man's MONITOR. 


clean; or the perſon who by cozenage and robbe- 
ry gets unjuſt gains, ſay unto thee, Come with 
« us, partake of our mirth and jollity:“ as thou 
feareſt Gop, conſent thou not: be not a parta- 
ker of their dainties, left thou pay dear for them 
in the end. © If you laugh with them now, 
« you will howl with them hereafter,” 

And beware, Young People, that you think 
not within yourſelves, that you have ſo much 
time before you ; that you may ſin now, and re- 

nt hereafter; leſt Death come ſuddenly, and 

nding you in ſin, you be doomed eternally to 
that place of torment, where all repentance will 
be in vain, It is infinitely beſt not to taſte of 
ſin at all; for one ſin does but open a gap for 
a greater, till the conſcience be laid waſte z and 
then it is ten thouſand to one but the ſoul is 
loſt for ever. Let me therefore intreat you to ne- 
cuſtom yourſelves to ſober thoughts and divine 
meditations in your youth, Begin this noble ex- 
erciſe betimes: by which, methinks, a good and 
wiſe man ſeems to excel the fottiſh and unthink- 
ing part of mankind, more than theſe exceed 
the more ſagacious part of brutes, 

And that I may give — a proper ſubject for 
your early meditations, 1 think you will ſcarce 
find a conſideration which more tends to your 
advantage, then to think deeply and frequently 


of the benefits of an early conver lion: ſome of 


which I will briefly hint to you, 

1. Youth is the proper time appointed by Gop 
for it, This ſeems to be taught in type under 
the Moſaic Law — which they were required 
te offer up Lambs, Kids, Calves, young Pigeons, 


and the PFirſt-fruits of all; and is expreſly requir- 
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ed, Eccleſe. xii. 1. Remember now thy Creator 
&« in the days of thy Youth.” 

It is indeed the proper time for it; becauſe we 
are made wholly for Gop, and ought to enter 
upon our work in GoD's vineyard ſo ſoon as ever 
we are able to do any thing there. If otherwiſe, 
how can we preſent ourſelves amongſt the labour- 
ers in the evening to receive our wages? or how 
can it indeed be in the nature of things; can he 
expeQ a plentiful harveſt, who neglects the pro- 
per ſeed-time ? or, can he come timely to the end 
of a long journey, who loiters long in the morn- 
ing? Solomon lamenteth, “ that man knoweth 
« not his time,” Eccliſ. ix. 12. And if you trifle 
away the golden ſeaſon of youth, you will have 
reaſon to take up the ſame lamentation at the laſt, 

2. Conſider, if in your Youth you ſet yourſelf 
to the work of Religion, it will the more ſurely 
be accompliſhed, Now time is before you; your 
heart is comparatively tender; your actual fins 
are fewer ; your faculties more free; your mind 
leſs prejudiced; your Gop more near to you; and 
his promiſe of your finding favour with him, 
very poſitive, Prov. viii. 179, Such as ſeek me 
« early ſhall find me.“ 3 

3. The more early your converſion is, the great- 
er will your growth in grace be, To what a 
bleſſed eminency in grace will thoſe advance, 
who have been improving their talents ever ſince 
they were capable of acting with reaſon ! They 


will be able to run with the horſemen, and be 
ſome of the foremoſt in the Chriſtian race, 

4. Hereby your inward peace will be the more 
firmly eſtabliſhed. You. will ſhun thoſe doubts 
about the love of Gop, and the fafety of your 
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caſe, through which many go drooping, and with 
ſad hearts. ; 

5. You will be the greater ornament of Reli— 
gion: it will be ſeen in you, that the grace of 
Gop is able to ſubdue the violence of youthful 
luſts, to do which Philoſophy has confeſſed its 
weakne(sz and therefore Ari/totle affirms, that 
Young Men are not proper hearers of the rules of 
Philoſophy, But the grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt made young % u a ſteady diſciple, und 
yount 7 imothy a grave biſhop, It is recorded to 
the honour of Ana to this day, that he was an 
old diſeiple, As xxi, 16. And St, Paul, ſpeaking 
of Andronicus and Junia his kinſmen, gives them 


an honourable preference, even the right hand of 
fellowſhip, as thoſe that & were in Chriſt before 
© him,” Rom, xvi, 7. Gon will ſurely honour 


thoſe, who thus honour him by an early pre fer- 


ring of his ſervice before all the glittering temp- 


tations propoſed to their ſenſes by the World, 
Fleſh and Devil, | 

6. You will hereby become a greater help to 
others; a more eminent example to them; a more 


ſufficient counſellor and comtorter of them; and 


a more powerful interceſſor for them. 
7. You will have greater hope and comfort in 


your death: which indeed you will find worth: 


all the pains you have undergone, All the weary 
{teps which you have taken in your Chriſtian race 
will be forgotten, when once you come to finiſh 
it with joy, „„ | 
There may be ſome extraordinary inſtances 
which may ſeem to contradict this: but in the 


ordinary procedure of things, a ſtrong faith will 


have ſtrong conſalation. .«. ., 
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8. This is the way to greater glory in heaven. 
Youu will ſhine like ſtars of the firſt magnitude, 
The young diſciple, St. Fohn, was © the diſciple 
« whom Jeſus loved, and who lay in his boſom,” 

ohn xxl. 20. 

O admirable | To what peace and glory, and 
honour, and bliſs, do the commands of Gov lead 
us! It may be well ſaid, “ Blefſed are they who 
« do his commandments.” Rev. xxl. 14. They 
have even now ſome foretaſtes of the fruit of the 
tree of life. hey are now beloved of GOD; mem» 
bers of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt z comforted by the 
holy Spirit guarded by holy Angels a part of 
Gup's family; yea, his dear children z and the 


beirs of his kingdom, Such is the happinefs (ſhall 


I ſay?) or rather the glory, of the faithful ſer- 
vants of Gon, Alpire unto this advancement, 
all ye that have any ſenſe of honour | Who can 
too ſoon make ſure of that which cannat be duly 
* when enjoyed; nor ever recovered when 
0 

O that every obſtinate ſinner, who is the real 
Prodigal in the text, would effectually conſider 
this: Count up the coſt of your fins, O ye un- 
thinking ſouls! If there be any poſlibility in 
Arithmetic to ſum up the leaſt part of it. Con- 
{ſider what you loſe by your 4 from God, 
and your being deſtitute of the hope that is ſet 
before you, ill your few moments of ſenſual 
pleaſure, and your few pence of unlawful gains, 
(which is all you can pretend to get by ſin) make 
amends for the infinite loſs of heaven, and the 
eternal ſufferings of hell? If not; why tarrieſt 
thou in ſuch a ſtate of loſs and danger? Why do 
you not inſtantly ariſe, and humble yourſelf be- 
fore GoD, and inquire with all the concern you 
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are able, (what you muſt do to be faved.” 

O my Brother ! every hour that you defer effec. 
tual amendment, you run ſuch a rifk as is enough 
to amaze you, whenever you ſeriouſly ſtate your 
own caſe; for there is but the rotten plank of this 


frail life betwixt you and everlaſting torment, 


Wherefore be adviſed, Young Men and Wo. 
men, to go forth early to your labours in God's 
vineyard; and then your work will advance 
with your time; and your improvements will be 
ſo conſpicuous, that you will be like pillars in 
the church of Gon. Your ſteady courſe in the 
ways of Gop, will glorify your Creator, Redeem- 
er, and Sanctifier; and will adorn your proſeſ- 
ſion, and honour your name, and comfort your 
heart, and eterniſe your happineſs. 

And whilſt vicious and profligate Youths afflict 


their friends, defile their conſciences, becloud 


their underſtandings, wound their ſouls, bring 
temporal judgment upon their country, and 


eternal plagues upon themſelves; you will reſt 


quiet from the fear of evil in both worlds; being 


ſenſibly intereſted in the favour of Gop, and 


in his promiſes relating to the life that now is, 
and that which is to come, 

How can any of us then refuſe to live with 
ſuch honour as our holy Religion directs, in order 
to dic in ſuch peace and bliſs at it doth promiſe | 

Jo conclude therefore: Let us all ſeriouſly ſet 
ourſelves to turn unto the Lord by a penitent and 
renewing Faith in our Lord Jefus Chriſt, Let us 
« ariſe, and go to our Father,“ whilſt he yet looks 
whether we will return to our duty or not; and 
is deſirous of an opportunity to ſhew us mere). 
And if we thus turn to him, and walk in his 


ways, we ſhall certainly find the kind embraces || 
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of our heavenly Father now, and de commended 
of him before Men and Angels in the laſt great 
day; and from henceforth partake of the bliſs 
and glory of his kingdom for ever. 

Which I pray Gop vouchſafe to us all, for the 


ſake of his ever-bleſſed Son, our only Mediator 
and Redeemer. Amen, 


Pi 


The Prayer of a Returning Prodigal 
Paraphraſed, 


Which may be uſed by a Penitent Sinner. 


Father, I have ſinned again/i Heaven and in thy 
fight, and am no more worthy to be called thy Son, 


"Che Paraphraſe. 


O Moser bountiful and long ſuffering Gon, 
from whoſe infinite goodneſs I have received 
my Being, and all the enjoyments of my whole 
lite; I am grieved at my heart that I have wick- 
edly departed from thy gracious preſence and 
wy government; following my deceitful luſts, 
and partaking with many wicked perſons in ſun- 
dry pollutions and pernicious courſes: to the great 
dilhonour of Thee, my glorious Creator, and to 
the great oftence of many good people, O Lord, 
| ſincerely bewail my fooliſh and abominable 
miſdoings: I reflect with ſhame upon my forget- 
fulneſs of thee, and my diſregard of my — to 
thee, O Lord, I am not worthy to be called thy 
Servant, much leſs thy Son: 1 have deſtroyed 
myſelf; but in thee is my help. O] receive me 
into thy bleſſed family: make me obedient ta 


thy holy government; and grant me thy favour, 


* 
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which is the only thing that can make me happy. 


I have never —— a good hour ſince I depurted | 


from thee, The tyranny.of devils and inordi- 
nate luſts, have worried me into continual toils 
and vexations; have brought me to a molt 
wretched and deſtitute condition; and have ex- 
poſed me to everlaſting miſery, But I now re- 
turn unto thee, though moſt unworthy of thy 
mercy, truſting in the merit of thy beloved Son, 
who never offended thee, and who has made 
an offering for ſin, For his ſake, O Lord, pity 
my condition, and waſh me in the fountain open— 
ed for {in and for uncleanneſs; Pity my dark- 


nels, avd anvint my eyes with eye-ſalve : Pity 


my hakedneſs, and clothe me with his white 
raiment: Pity my Poverty and enrich me with 
— purited in the fire, I have been a vile 
*rofligate ; but be pleaſed, O Lord, to make me 
a true Penitent, and from heneeforth a new 
creature, Ani that I may no more depart from 
thee, be pleaſed, O Lord, to put thy fear into 
my heart, and to mortify the deeds of the body 
by thy Spirit, that J may live; even live to th 
honour whilſt I live on earth, and may live wit 
theo for ever, when 1 ſhall go hence and be no 
more ſeen, All which I humbly beg through 
Jeſus Chriſt ovr Lord, Amen, 


OUR Father which art in heaven, Hallowed | 


be thy Name. "Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done in earth, as it is in heaven, Give us 


this day our daily bread: And forgive us our | 


treſp aſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt 
us. And lead us not inte temptation ; but de- 
liver us ffom evil: For thine 1s the kingdom, 


and the power and the glory, for ever and 


ever. Amen, 
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APRAYER againſt Youthful Luſti. 


O Mos glorious and ever-bleſſed Gop, the 
fountain of all holineſs and perfection, who 
haſt given thy only Son to men, to redeem them 
from all iniquity; I beſeech thee, O Lord, for 
his ſake, to purify me as one of thy peculiar 
eople, zealous of good works, Enable me, I 
beſcech thee, to crucify the fleſh with its affecti- 
ons and luſts; that neither the luſt of the fleſh, 
the luſt of the cye, nor the _ of life, may ever 
pollute my conſcience, debaſe my foul, deſtroy 
my peace, or overthrow my hope, But make 
thy love, O my Gon, to prevail over all other 
aſteCtions, and thy fear to control all other paſ- 
ſions; that I may ſight the good fight of faith, 
and may lay hold on eternal life z through Jeſus 
Chriſt, my moſt deſired Lord and Saviour, Amen 


APRAYER for a Young Perſon, 


'08T glorious and ever-bleſſed God! The 
life of our life, and the Gop of our ſalvation ! 
I look up unto thee, the fountain of all goodneſs, 


through the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whom thou haſt 


ordained to be our Mediator, with humble thank- 


fulneſs for all the mercies of this preſent life, 
and for the hope of everlaſting happinels, 

It is of thy great goodneſs that I was bornin a 
Chriſtian land; and of thine infinite mercy that 
I was early brought into thy covenant of life and 


| peace, through the blood of the New Teſtament, 


my Gop, I deſire to embrace the engage- 


ments, as well as to enjoy the bleſſings of this 


9 


thy gracious covenant z earneſtly imploring thy 
race, that I may live ſuitably to my holy pro- 
eſllon: that ſo I may never diſhonour thy holy 
name, nor in thought, word or deed, deny the 
Lord that bought me, 
Send thy holy Spirit, I beſeech thee, into my 
ſoul, to lead me to repentance and newneſs of 
life, Baptize mg, O Lord, with that divine fire 
which may at once conſume my ſinful lufts, and 
enflame my ſoul with divine love, 
Lord make me to know thee, and Jeſus Chriſt 
whom thou haſt ſent ; prepare my ſoul to receive 


him effectually to me a Prince and a Saviour, to 
give me repentance and forgiveneſs of ſins.— 

Through him, O Lord, forgive my natural cor- 
ruption, and heal my leprous ſoul, And for his 
ſake forgive all my actual ſins; all the tranſ- 
greſſions of my youth; my fins after vows, con- 
trary to knowledge, and againſt thine infinite 
goodneſs. O Lord! for the ſake of my cruci- 


and remember my iniquity no more, 


other offences, vouchſafe, O Lord, to keep me 
by thy grace from every ſinful way, and lead 
-me in the way everlaſting. Preſerve me from 
the pollutions of youthful luſts; and protect me 
againſt the ſolicitations and evil examples af im- 
pudent and daring ſinners. Be pleaſed to ſhew 
me the vileneſs of ſenſual pleaſures, the empti- 


any thing on earth by the loſs of thy favour. 
Bleſs me, O Lord, with an early converſion, 


with an unblameable life, with a hopeful death, 
and a bleſſed eternity, , 


him fincerely in all his ſaving offices ; and make 


hed Saviour, be merciful to my unrighteouſneſs, 


And that I may no more commit the ſame or 


neſs of worldly poſſeſſions, and the folly of getting 


PRAYERS, ”1 
Give me, 2 Gon, thy peace, which paſſeth 
in 


all underſtanding z and fo preferve me from the 
corruptions of this world, that I may inherit the 
glory of thy undefited kingdom, 

And whereas there are leglons of infernal 
powers, who ſeek to hinder my entrance into 
that reſt ; O Lord, leave me not to their malice, 
nor my own frailty z but ever ſuccour me with 
thine eſpecial grace and peculiar Providence ; 
and make me as ready to help, and to forgive 
others, as to delire help and forgiveneſs of thee, 
my Cob, | 

Make me to lead my life in thy fear, and in 
the ſenſe of thy favour, and to grow in grace 
as I advance in years; ever mindful of my Cre- 
ator, my Mortality, and my future Account, 
That living here to thy glory, I may for ever 
praiſe thee in thy glorious kingdom, through 
Jeſus Chriſt, who is my hope; to whom, with 
thee, O Father, and the eternal Spirit, one Gop, 
be all honour and glory aſeribed by angels and 
men for cvermore, Amen. 


Tag 
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Ehold the wretch, whoſe luſt and wine 
Had waſted his eſtate; | 
Ee 


begs a ſhire among the ſwine, 
And craves the huſks they ate! 


« I die with hunger here, he cries; 
« I ſtarve in foreign Lands; 

« My Father's houſe has large ſupplies, 
« And bounteous is his hands, 


« I'll go, and with a mournful Tongue, 
« Fall down before his face; 

« Father, I've done thy juſtice wrong, 
« Nor can deſerve thy grace,” — 


He ſaid—and haſted to his home, 

To ſeek his Father's love, 

The Father ſaw the Rebel come, 
And all his bowels move. 


He ran and fell upon his neck, 
Embrac'd and kiſs'd his ſon: 

The rebel's heart with ſorrow brake 
For Faults that he had done. 


« Take off his clothes of ſhame and ſin,” 
The Father gives command) 


% Dreſs him in garments white and clean; 
« With rings adorn his hand, 


« A day of feaſting I ordain: 
« Let mirth and joy abound : 

« My fon was dead, and lives again; 
« Was loſt, and now is found.” 
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